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The Long and the Short of SCC
by George Cudoc

The business of producing milk is being influenced globally and locally by more stringent quality demands and it appears that Somatic
Cell Count standards are going to change. Some localized milk processors have already imposed lower SCC standards for the milk
they are willing to buy. The European Union is negotiating for higher quality milk with lower SCC levels for all farms where milk
may end up in that export market. The regulatory body that sets the US milk quality standards will be meeting this spring with the
hot topic being the possible change to SCC levels from a regulatory standpoint.
Dairy Herd Improvement programs have
included tools to measure and manage
SCC in dairy herds for a very long time
now. Short term solutions to improved
SCC in bulk tank milk being shipped
would include the screening process of
taking a sample from every cow being
milked, analyzing for SCC, identifying
the cows contributing the greatest amount
of cells to the bulk tank and then taking
action. Dairy One produces a report
through Dairy Comp 305 that helps in this
process, called the "Bulk Tank
Contribution Report". This report contains
basic information such as total milk produced today, components, and most
importantly the SCC level and value of
that milk. Cows that contribute the greatest number of cells to the total are then
listed showing each cow's percent contribution to the tank as well as what happens if that cow or multiple cows are removed from the
milk being sold.
Removing the top cow from the list,
although capturing more money for
higher quality milk is extremely valuable, would just be a short term solution
to improved milk quality.
We also have tools that help with longer
term solutions to improved milk quality.
A "High Cow by SCC" is available that
includes some historic information about
a cow's milk quality as well as her overall udder health. This high cow list also
includes her last test SCC and her lactation average SCC represented by Linear
Score to look at her udder health. We can
use this report to determine whether
udder health problems are new to a cow
or a more persistent problem.
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Part of the long term solution for improved udder health and milk quality is a routine culturing program that aids in the treatment decision process. It is important to know when infections first occur as well as the persistency of the infection. For this reason we produce a "Cows to Culture" report that lists all cows that are infected this test as well as last test. We also include the LS of the first test
day and the LS when they went dry to aid in evaluating our dry cow and transition management. Selecting cows to culture from this
list can help determine if we are dealing with contagious and sometimes non-treatable mastitis as compared to more manageable types.

As much as we hate to be beat by mastitis, occassionally we must make the tough decision to cull an infected cow as a means to manage milk quality. Mastitis that has no effective cure or worse yet, contagious, may drive this decision. If contagious pathogens are
identified by culture then we can either choose to segregate that cow and milk last or remove her from the herd. A "Cows to Cull"
report is available to identify those cows. This list includes cows that have averaged LS>6 and have had sufficient time to be cured
and also have been affected by poor udder health making them less valuable producers than the average cow in the herd. We calculate a relative value for cows in DC305 and cows on this list are below 90 which means they are producing more than 10 percent
below the average cow in the herd on a mature equivalent basis.

Somatic Cell Counts remain a major milk quality indicator for the processor, handler, and at the farm. Pressure may come from local
processors, the European Union, or from regulatory agencies to lower the current allowable limits for SCC. Cows with lower SCC
produce more milk with less specialized care making the business of milking cows more enjoyable. Tools are already in place to help
with SCC challenges that may arise. We can manage by making short term changes to improve SCC or we can dig deeper to
develop preventative strategies to control SCC. The "long and short of it" is that SCC is important to our industry as well as to each
farm, and managing for herd health is far more enjoyable than managing to meet regulations.
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For more information about any Dairy One products orservices,
please call 1-800-344-2697 or email: amr@dairyone.com
You can also visit our website at www.dairyone.com
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