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Contact Information 
Dairy Goat Records at Dairy One 
607-252-7575 
dhiarecordsservices@dairyone.com 

 
Dairy One Supplies: Bottle, Shippers, Scale 
Calibration 
607-252-7540 
supply@dairyone.com 

 
Dairy One Accounting Department 
607-252-2013 
accounting@dairyone.com 

 
American Dairy Goat Association (ADGA) 
www.ADGA.org 
828-286-3801 

 
For General Questions 
goats@dairyone.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:dhiarecordsservices@dairyone.com
mailto:supply@dairyone.com
mailto:accounting@dairyone.com
http://www.adga.org/
mailto:goats@dairyone.com
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Dairy One Records Services Summary-Dairy Goats 
Effective January 1, 2026 

 
Description Price Frequency Additional Notes 

Annual 
Technician 

Certification 
(ADGA Required) 

 
$70 for 2025-2026 exam 

$35 for only 2026 

 
 

Biannually 

 
 

Includes manual, exam, and certification. 

Annual Scale 
Calibration 

(ADGA Required) 

 
$20 + return 

shipping for scales 
$25 + return 

shipping for meters 

 
Annually 

 
Available through Dairy One  
 

 
Milk Pregnancy 

Testing 

 

$4.95 

 

Each Sample 

The pregnancy sample can be run on the regular 
monthly DHIA sample. 
Goats must be >=28 days post-breeding and >=60 
DIM 
Pilled preservative vials may be used for this test. 

Blood Pregnancy 
Testing 

1-9 samples: $4.70 each 
10-49 samples: $4.15 each 

50-149 samples: $3.60 each 
150+ samples: $3.05 each 

Varies on 
amount 

submitted for 
the month 

Goats must be >=28 days post breeding 
Red tube top 
See the Dairy One website for the submission form 

Goat Vials $8 for 10 vials + shipping Order in 
multiples of 10 

Vials will remain viable for 2 years after ordering. 
Please invert 3-4 times to ensure the pill preservative 
dissolves. 
Milk Dippers are available for $3.30 plus shipping. 

Forms of Payment Accepted: Check, Money Order, Credit Card, and Pre-Payment. 
 

No UPS charges will be incurred for those herds shipping to and from an established Dairy One Technician Pickup Point. 
 

Pricing questions can be directed to: 
Record Services: 607-252-7575, DHIARecordServices@dairyone.com 

Accounting: 607-252-7580, Accounting@dairyone.com 

mailto:DHIARecordServices@dairyone.com
mailto:Accounting@dairyone.com
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Step-by-Step Barn Page Coding Instructions 
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Barn Sheets 
(Blank copy) 

 
 



Dairy Goat Technician Handbook by Dairy One 

6 

 

 

Supervisor’s Barn Sheet DHI 201 – Part 1 

When signing up for the first time, NEW is to be written under herd code. A herd code will be issued by Dairy One, 
this is made up of your state, county and herd number. 

 
Record type – DHIR (Dairy Herd Improvement Registry). 

 
Code (code20) – will be used if on standard test or in a test couple (circle). If someone chooses to be on an ITP 
(Innovative Testing Plan) then they would be using a code 02 (AM-PM Component Sampling) or code 00 (Every 
Other Month). 

 

 
1. BRD (Breed) – A (Alpine), N (Nubian), etc. 

2. Registration number of doe. This can be found at the bottom on third of the animal’s registration papers 
(DHIA NOS – *Animal). 

3. Cow Index Number – each doe will be assigned her own index number, starting with 1 on the barn sheet. 
Additional does will take the next available number. 

4. First milking. Record your first milk weight in pounds and tenths. A 0 will precede the weight. For example 
if a doe milks 4.6 pounds at the first milking, you will write 04.6 in that area. 

 
Note: A goat is “too fresh” to test for four days after kidding. The day she kids is counted 
as the first day. No sample is taken and no milk weights recorded. TOO FRESH is written 
cross the column. 

5. Second milk weight record the same way as the first. 

6. The only time this would be used is in the case of a verification test where three milkings are done. 

7. CAR (Condition Affecting Record) – look for CAR Codes at the bottom of the page. This covers mostly sold 
but also died, abnormal, heat etc. 

8. Sample number – The number written here beside the does name will also be the number written on the 
top of the sample bottle that contains her butterfat-protein sample. Start at the top of the page with 1 and 
number down. Any doe not milking this test will be “X” out. Half a sample bottle will be taken at each 
milking. If only milking once a day, a full sample will be taken. Be careful not to fill it to the very top; there 
should be a little space (1/2 inch) left. 

9. Barn name (7 letters or less). 
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10. Status Codes – look for Status Codes at the bottom of the page. The most commonly used is 2-calved and 
3-dry. Number 6 is used to report a first freshener, NOT number 2. 

 

11. Date Changed – a date (month-day) is recorded in this area when a code is reported to the left. They need 
BOTH code and date. 

12. Reproduction Codes – Report the number of times a doe has been bred, heat etc. If a doe has been 
reported bred and you later find out she is not bred, then an “N” for open can be written in this column. 

13. Bred Date – record the date you bred your doe, month and day. 

14. If single birth, keeping the kid, just write TO BE REG. 

15. Registration number of sire used for breeding. 

16. Calf Codes – 1 doe, 2 buck 

17. Calf Disposition (died-sold) – check codes at the bottom of the page. 

18. Calf number or name. 

19. Supervisor’s signature – the person conducting your test for the month will sign their name here. 

20. Date of Test – report date sampled. Sample day is the last date of sampling a herd or the last milking. 
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Below are several examples of status changes within a herd. 
 

 

 
21. Abby is milking. She milked 4.6 on her first test and 3.9 on her second test. Her sample bottle number is 1. 

22. Abby has calved. She is coded 2 (Calved), if she was a first freshener, then she would have been coded 6 
(First Calf Heifer) instead of the code 2. Her kidding date is entered (4-10). The kid will be kept and 
registered. The registration number of the sire to this kid is recorded. This also can be done at the time of 
breeding. 

23. Abby is bred. She was bred October 4th. Sire registration number is recorded. 

24. Abby is dry. She is coded 3 (dry) along with the date. 

25. Abby is sold. She is sold for dairy (code 2-CAR column). Also code 5 (left herd) and the date. 

26. Abby is sold????? Code goes in the CAR column, code 5 (left herd) and the date. 
 

* Reporting kid information is optional 
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Standard Operating Procedures for 
Dairy Goat Production Testing 

Standard Operating Procedures 

Scope and Application 
The Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is applicable to the systematic collection of data documenting milk yield 
including measuring milk fat and protein for participants in DHI. The application of these procedures is to 
provide the framework for a uniform, accurate record system to be used for: 

1. Making farm management decisions 
2. Educational programs and research, including the genetic evaluation of cows and sires 
3. Breed association(s) 
4. The promotion and sale of animals 

 
Summary of Program 
Sampling should be done in accordance with the National DHIA Uniform Operating Procedures (UOP). All UOP 
procedures, unless specific to dairy cows only, are to be followed. For purposes of compliance, the use of the terms 
“cows and heifers” is synonymous with “goats and kids”. 

 
The procedures outlined in this document are specific to dairy goat production testing only. These basic and 
minimum standards are to be uniformly followed. They served to ensure that records will provide the accuracy, 
uniformity, and integrity essential to dairy goat production records. 

 
Authority 
A Memorandum of Understanding exists between the ADGA and the Agricultural Research Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to ensure the flow of DHIA records for industry purposes including 
genetic evaluation programs. 

 
Responsibility 
DHIA dairy goat test supervisors and herd owners, as well as persons in their employ, are individually and 
collectively responsible for adherence to these procedures. 

 
To participate in this dairy record keeping program, herd owners must agree to conform to these procedures, 
registry requirements, the NDHIA Uniform Operating Procedures, and the associated Code of Ethics. 

 
Definitions 
Dairy Goat Any goat from which milk production is intended for use or sale, or which is kept for 

raising replacement dairy kids and is an integral part of the dairy herd. 

Test Supervisor (TS) Any person authorized to collect milk weights and samples for inclusion in the Goat 
Genetic Evaluation Program (interchangeable with tester, field sampler/technician or 
supervisor). 

Group Testing Must meet registry requirements. Each member of the test group is trained to perform 
supervisor responsibilities when weighing and sampling milk in the herds of other 
group members. All group testing is conducted under the jurisdiction and supervision 
of the DHIA. 
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Personnel Qualifications 
1. All Test Supervisors are required to be approved by the Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) of record 

prior to engaging in any field collection activities. 
 

2. Training should be done in accordance with the Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding (CDCB) QCS Field Service 
requirements with the following being specific to dairy goat testing. 

 
Minimum Personnel Training Requirements 
1. The minimum requirements for New Test Supervisors (TS) to test non-commercial herds (as determined by the 

herd’s DHIA) without immediate supervision include demonstrated knowledge of: 
A. Barn and parlor techniques 
B. Data entry 
C. The Code of Ethics and Uniform Data Collection Procedures 
D. The Standard Operating Procedures for Dairy Goat Testing. Commercial herds must have testers meeting the 

criteria of the CDCB auditing guidelines 
 

2. Documentation of the initial training must include: 
A. The name and date of training of the New Test Supervisors (TS) 
B. The name and credentials of the trainer 
C. A list of the topics covered during the training 

 
3. Continuing Education (CE) or refresher sessions should be provided in accordance with the CDCB auditing 

guidelines. In addition, newsletters, videos, and attendance at an ADGA Annual Meeting Training Session can 
serve as meeting CE requirements. Documentation must include: 
A. The name of each Test Supervisor (TS) 
B. The name and credentials of the trainer 
C. A list of the topics covered during the training 

 
4. Test Supervisor (TS) other than those approved to test cowherds or commercial herds (as determined by the 

herd’s DHIA) must obtain CE or attend an initial or a refresher session every 3 years. This is an exception to the 
CDCB auditing guidelines as it applies to those testers supervising herds using “pail and scale” techniques. This 
exception is allowed as this type of test plan is subject to little change over time. 

 
Documentation of CE/Refresher must include: 
A. The name of each Test Supervisor (TS) 
B. The name and credentials of the evaluator 
C. A list of the topics covered during the evaluation 
D. A performance assessment based on the CE/Refresher information provided 

 
Equipment and Supplies 
Equipment needed for the collection of dairy goat milk samples includes: 

• Sample vials or whirl packs* 
• Approved meter or sampling device (dipper) and scale* 
• Sample preservative 
• Field data sheets 

* The appropriate sampling and measuring devices must be of proper composition. See SOP Meters and Scales. 
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Sample Collection – Preparation 
1. Determine the extent of the sampling effort, the sampling methods to be employed, and which equipment 

and supplies are needed. 

2. Obtain necessary sampling and/or weighing equipment. 

3. Coordinate with herd owner and partner agencies, if appropriate. 
 

Sample Collection – Method Options 
1. Meters – all portable weighing and sampling devices being used for the generation of certified data must be of 

a National DHIA approved type. Meters for goat milk sampling must be calibrated in conformance to 
manufacturer specifications. 

 
Goat Meters 

 

Manufacturer Device ICAR Approved DHIA Approved 
Tru-Test Limited – New Zealand Goat Meter Model 50000  Yes 

Waikato – New Zealand Goat Meter  Yes 
 

2. Scales being used for the generation of milk weights to be included in the Goat Genetic Evaluation Program 
must meet the following weight tolerance ranges at each specified weight: 

 
Pounds Minimum Maximum 

1 0.9 1.1 
2 1.9 2.1 
5 4.8 5.2 
10 9.7 10.3 
20 19.4 20.6 

 
3. All scales must be checked for calibration by a certified meter technician or an individual approved by the DHIA 

prior to being placed in active service. The field technician or the herd owner may own scales. Approved 
individuals must calibrate scales using certified weights. 

 
4. Scales should be identified with a unique identification number. 

 
5. All scales must be submitted for an approved routine calibration check by a certified meter technician or an 

individual approved by the local DHIA on an annual basis. 
 

6. All scales receiving repairs that may have affected accuracy must be checked for calibration by a certified meter 
technician or an individual approved by the local DHIA before returning to active service. 

 
7. Each scale must be identified with a tag, sticker, engraving, or other marking indicating the last calibration year 

and meter center used. 
 

8. Documentation of scales must include: 
• The make and unique identification number of the scale 
• The meter technician’s or approved individual’s name 
• The meter center used 
• The date of the calibration check 
• The final calibration check readings 
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9. Dip Sampling must be done in a manner that assures a representative sample from the entire milk volume 
collected. 

 
Sample Handling and Preservation 
1. Use pre-preserved sample vials. 

2. Samples should be kept at room temperature and out of direct sunlight. 

3. Keep samples in control of the tester – EXCEPTION - for group tests, samples may also be in control of the 
group leader, or person designated to ship the samples/data to the laboratory. 

 
4. Record all pertinent data on a field data sheet. 

5. Samples should be shipped so that they arrive at the lab no later than six (6) days after the test is performed. 
 

Data Collection and Records Management 
1. When a breeding date is available, and a doe freshens less than ten (10) days prior to the expected kidding 

date, it will be considered a normal kidding and the record initiated will be used for buck and doe evaluations. 
Does freshening ten (10) days or more prior to the expected kidding date, whether in milk or dry, will be coded 
as abnormal and the record initiated will not be used for buck and doe evaluations. 

 
2. If a doe aborts while in milk and has carried a kid for less than 80 days, her current record will continue 

without interruption. If a breeding date is not available, and the doe aborts while in milk for less than 240 
days, her current record shall continue without interruption. Except for specific situations stated above, 
the current record shall end, and a new lactation will begin. 

 
3. Verification tests may be a required condition of the test type plan or registry recognition level. It is the 

herd owner’s and/or test supervisor’s responsibility to arrange for such tests dependent on the registry or 
regional requirements. Verification testing should be done in accordance with registry policies. 

 
4. All data and information must be documented on field data sheets. 

 
5. Minimum Suggested Record Retention 

• Field Sheets – 2 years 
• Record Center Sheets – 2 years 
• Verification Sheets – 2 years 

 
Quality Control (QC) and Quality Assurance (QA) 
All field Quality Control (QC) requirements of the ADGA Quality Assurance (QA) Project must be followed. 

 
References 
- Dairy Goat Registry Guidelines, 2021 
- NDHIA Uniform Operating Procedures, June 2021 
- DHIA West, Dairy Goat QC Program 
- Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding, Auditing Guidelines, June 2021 
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National Cooperative Dairy Herd 
Improvement Program (NCDHIP) 

Dairy Goat Testing Field Operating Methods 
 

The following operational policies for Dairy Goat Testing within the National Cooperative Dairy Herd Improvement 
Program (NCDHIP) are approved by the NCDHIP Policy Board with consultation provided by the NCDHIP Dairy Goat 
Committee. The policies established must be followed by state Dairy Herd Improvement Associations (state DHIAs) 
and national dairy goat breed associations to provide sound performance testing plans for dairy goat owners. 
These policies may be revised from time to time by the Policy Board. 

 
Official Dairy Herd Improvement Rules and/or Combined Rules and/or Combined Rules for Official DHIR must be 
observed to qualify for the official Dairy Goat Testing programs. 

 
Dairy Goat Group testing was developed to enable dairy goat herd owners to participate in NCDHIP. Herd owners 
are trained to perform part of the DHI Supervisors’ responsibilities to reduce testing fees. The rules and policies for 
group testing have been approved by the NCDHIP Policy Board, with consultation by the Dairy Goat Committee. 

 
Organizational Plans 
The following are alternative organizational plans for providing testing services to dairy goat owners: 

 
I. Member of a Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) 

Goat herd owner is a member of a local and/or state Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA). 
 

A. Standard Procedures for DHI 
When goat herds are tested by the DHI Supervisor employed by the state or local DHIA, the same policies, 
rules, regulations, and fees apply to dairy goat members that apply to dairy cow members. 

 
B. Group Testing 

When DHIA provides group testing to dairy goat members, group members are subject to official DHI rules, 
combined rules for DHIR, and local and/or state DHIA policies and regulations, both in their roles as herd 
owners and in sampling other herds. 

 
Group Testing Field Operations: There must be a Group Leader in charge of the testing group. Each group 
will consist of a least three (3) members. Under no circumstances will a “two member” group be approved. 
Therefore, if one member goes off test, that member must be replaced before the next scheduled test in 
order for the group to remain official, or the remaining two members must immediately go on Standard 
Test or go off test. 

 
1. The Group Leader must attend and satisfactorily complete the DHI Supervisor Training School 

conducted by the State DHIA and/or the State Extension Service. The Group Leader must also attend 
DHI Supervisor refresher training clinics or workshops when requested. The Group Leader must have a 
tester’s and/or sampler’s license if required by the regulatory agencies of his/her respective states. 
Group Leaders must demonstrate their competence to the satisfaction of the State DHIA and/or the 
State Extension Dairyman for the NCDHIP. 
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2. The Group Leader has the responsibility for training group members for supervisor responsibilities. The 
Group Leader also has the responsibility for scheduling the sampling of dairy goat herds in his/her 
group. The Group Leader must ensure that at least 10 tests representing 365 days per year are 
conducted in each dairy goat herd. The Group Leader shall be responsible for the transport of milk 
samples to an authorized DHI Supervisor, an authorized central laboratory, or to a regular pick-up 
station for transport to the DHI central testing laboratory. 

 
3. Group members must attend periodic refresher training meetings as requested by their Group Leader. 

All group members must demonstrate their competence to the satisfaction of their Group Leader 
and/or the authorized representative of the State DHIA and/or to the State Extension Dairyman for 
NCDHIP. Group members must have a tester’s and/or a sampler’s license if required by the regulatory 
agencies of their respective states. 

 
4. Monthly service and accounting reports are sent to the authorized representative of DHIA by the 

Group Leader. Group Leaders are responsible for the performance of the Group members through the 
authorized representative of the DHIA within the guidelines established by the state DHIA. 

 
C. Nongroup Tests 

Group Leaders may conduct goat herd tests outside the group with the approval of the state DHIA. 
 

II. Member of a Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) 
A Dairy Goat Herd Improvement Association may be established with by-laws and certificates of incorporation 
as part of, or separate from, the DHIA with an appropriate Memorandum of Understanding or contract 
between the State DHIA and Dairy Goat Herd Improvement Association. 

 
The two possible organizational structures are: 

 
• The Dairy Goat Herd Improvement Association is a federated member of the State DHIA; or 

 
• The Dairy Goat Herd Improvement Association is not a member of the State DHIA. Both types of Dairy Goat 

Herd Improvement Associations must conduct dairy goat testing within the framework of the National 
Cooperative Dairy Herd Improvement Program (NCDHIP). 

 
A. Group Testing 

The Dairy Goat Herd Improvement Association provides group testing to dairy goat members. Group 
members are subject to Official DHI Rules, Combined Rules of DHIR, and local and/or state DHIA policies 
and regulations, both in their roles as herd owners and in sampling other herds. 

 
Group Testing Field Operations: There must be a Group Leader in charge of the testing group. Each group 
will consist of a least three (3) members. Under no circumstances will a “two member” group be approved. 
Therefore, if one member goes off test, that member must be replaced before the next scheduled test in 
order for the group to remain official, or the remaining two members must immediately go on Standard 
Test or go off test. 

 
1. The Group Leader must attend and satisfactorily complete the DHI Supervisor Training School 

conducted by the State DHIA and/or the State Extension Service. The Group Leader must also attend 
DHI Supervisor refresher training clinics or workshops when requested. The Group Leader must have a 
tester’s and/or sampler’s license if required by the regulatory agencies of his/her respective states. 
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Group Leaders must demonstrate their competence to the satisfaction of the State DHIA and/or the 
State Extension Dairyman for the NCDHIP. 

 
2. The Group Leader has the responsibility for training group members for supervisor responsibilities. The 

Group Leader also has the responsibility for scheduling the sampling of dairy goat herds in his/her 
group. The Group Leader must ensure that at least 10 tests representing 365 days per year are 
conducted in each dairy goat herd. The Group Leader shall be responsible for the transport of milk 
samples to an authorized DHI Supervisor, an authorized central laboratory, or to a regular pick-up 
station for transport to the DHI central testing laboratory. 

 
3. Group members must attend periodic refresher training meetings as requested by their Group Leader. 

All group members must demonstrate their competence to the satisfaction of their Group Leader 
and/or the authorized representative of the State DHIA and/or to the State Extension Dairyman for 
NCDHIP. Group members must have a tester’s and/or a sampler’s license if required by the regulatory 
agencies of their respective states. 

 
4. Group Leaders are responsible for the performance of the group members through the authorized 

representative of the DHIA within the guidelines established by the State DHIA. 
 

B. Non-Group Testing 
The Dairy Goat Herd Improvement Association may also employ DHI supervisors. Group Leaders may 
conduct goat herd tests outside the group when employed by the Dairy Goat Herd Improvement 
Association. The Dairy Goat Herd Improvement Association may establish its own fees for supervision and 
will be responsible for the collection of these testing fees from the goat herd owner. Goat herd owners 
also must pay charges for component testing, computer fees, or other appropriate state DHIA fees. 

 

Testing Milk for Components 
Component testing of milk samples is the responsibility of the DHIA; service contracts should be written where 
appropriate. 

 
Computer Processing 
Computer processing of NCDHIP records is the responsibility of the State DHIA; service contracts should be written 
where appropriate. 

 
Equipment 
Field weighing and sampling equipment must be provided by the dairy goat group or dairy goat herd 
improvement association. Equipment must be approved by the State DHIA supervising the group testing plan. 

 
Verification 
Dairy goat herds are subject to verification tests according to the Combined Rules for Official DHIR. The verification 
tests must be conducted by an authorized employee of the DHIA or any member of another testing group, so long 
as the person performing the test is not now or has not within two (2) years been tested by the person on whom 
they are performing the verification test. The preliminary milking must be weighed and recorded, and the 
following 24-hour milk production must be recorded and sampled for component test. 

 
Fee Schedule for Dairy Goat Group Testing 
All fees for services rendered by the local or state DHIA to the members of or for the Dairy Goat Herd Improvement 
Association will be set forth in the contract between the two parties. 
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National Dairy Herd Improvement Program 
Uniform Operating Procedures 

Code of Ethics 
 

1. Purpose 
This Code of Ethics provides guidelines for appropriate conduct in the production, collection, and distribution 
of DHIA information for all persons involved with these records. 

 
2. Unethical Practices 

A. Impairing the reliability of Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) information. 
 

B. Not cooperating fully or interfering in the use of the uniform data collection procedures to record 
DHIA information. 

 
C. Intentionally providing inaccurate information to or withholding necessary information from DHIA. 

 
D. Engaging in management practices with the intent of misrepresenting the performance of individual 

animals or the herd. Among these practices are the questionable movement of animals between herds, 
influencing the relative performance of herd mates, and selective use of management techniques in an 
effort to bias the DHIA record. Management practices on test day should be representative of typical 
practices used on other days. 

 
E. Permitting the collection of supervised data by a technician with a direct financial or family interest in the 

herd being tested. 
 

F. Any fraudulent or unethical practice defined by the Board of Directors of National DHIA. 
 

G. Incomplete release of production data resulting in misrepresentation of DHIA information. 
 

3. Remedy 
Any person, corporation, or other entity violating this Code of Ethics may be subject to action by an injured 
party. 
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1. Purpose 
Uniform Data Collection Procedures 

The purpose of these procedures is to provide the framework for a uniform, accurate record system that will 
increase dairy farmers’ net profit. 

 
The uniform records and data thus provided are used for (1) making farm management decisions; (2) 
educational programs and research, including the genetic evaluation of cows and sires; and (3) the promotion 
and sale of animals. 

 
2. Authority 

These uniform data collection procedures have been developed and adopted under the direction of the 
National DHIA. 

 
A Memorandum of Understanding exists between the Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding and the Agricultural 
Research Service of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to ensure the flow of DHIA records for 
industry purposes including genetic evaluation programs. 

 
3. Responsibility 

DHIA organizations at all levels and DHIA technicians and herd owners as well as persons in their employ are 
individually and collectively responsible for adherence to these Uniform Data Collection Procedures. 

 
These basic and minimum standards are to be uniformly followed throughout DHIA. They serve to ensure that 
DHIA records will provide the accuracy, uniformity, and integrity essential to all segments of the dairy industry. 

 
All DHIA Service Affiliates, field services, laboratories, dairy records processing centers (DRPCs), and meter 
centers must maintain certification by Quality Certification Services to verify compliance with these standards. 

 
To participate in this dairy record keeping program a dairy farmer must agree in writing (membership 
agreement or service contract) to conform to these procedures and the associated Code of Ethics. 

 
Special conditions affecting eligibility and participation are the responsibility of the DHIA Service Affiliate. 

 
4. Definitions 

A dairy cow is defined as any cow from which milk production is intended for use or sale for human 
consumption, or which is kept for raising replacement dairy heifers and is an integral part of the dairy herd. 

 
Dairy Herd is defined according to the following principles that are generally appropriate for herds enrolled in 
DHIA record plans: 

 
A. All cows of one breed, housed or managed under a single management system, regardless of ownership. 
B. Farms with two or more distinct breeds may calculate and report either a composite herd average or a 

separate herd average for each breed. 
 

In general, herd codes should be assigned in accordance with the principles stated above. However, it is 
recognized that legitimate exceptions may exist that warrant assignment of separate herd codes. For 
example: 

• A herd owner may operate separate units under separate management systems, with no movement of 
cows between management units. 
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• Two groups of cows may be housed together but with different ownership, and management goals, and 
with no movement of cows from one ownership group to the other; one owner may wish to test, and the 
other owner may not. 

 
• Farms with two or more distinct breeds may enroll one breed on test and not the other(s). 

 
DHIA Service Affiliates may assign herd codes that differ from the principles in A and B if they are in accordance 
with the Code of Ethics. The decision of the DHIA Service Affiliate regarding the assignment of herd codes shall 
be final. 

 
Test is defined to be the entire process of information collection at the farm and may include some or all of 
the following: weighing of milk during the milking process, electronic collection of milk weights, collection and 
analysis of milk samples, and collection of other data. Since the actual component testing does not generally 
occur at the farm, this procedure should be labeled as the laboratory test or component test. 

 
Test Day is defined as the 24-hour period during which milk is weighed and sampled. Herds doing daily milk 
recording are permitted to use longer intervals (most commonly 5, 7, or 10 days) to estimate 24-hour test day 
production if appropriately labeled. 

 
DHIA Technician and equivalent terms such as supervisor, tester, independent service provider, etc. define the 
person approved by the DHIA Service Affiliate to certify production information collected at the farm. DHIA 
technicians may employ others to assist them in data collection, but the DHIA technician must provide 
supervision and assume responsibility for the work of their assistants. 

 
DHIA Service Affiliate is defined as the organization conducting DHI service for dairy farmers, often 
coordinating the activities of DHI Service Providers. 

 
Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) Service Providers are Quality Certified organizations that provide 
one or more services to DHIA Service Affiliates, including: 

 
A. Field Service is defined as an organization that collects data and/or samples on dairy farms and arranges 

delivery of DHIA reports to the dairy. 
 

B. Laboratory is defined as a facility that measures the composition of DHIA milk samples. 
 

C. Dairy Records Processing Center (DRPC) is defined as an organization that provides electronic 
processing of DHIA records using approved procedures and rules for record calculations. 

 
D. Meter Center is defined as a facility that repairs and checks the calibration of devices that weigh 

and/or sample milk. 
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Data Collection Procedures 
1. Collection of Milk Weights and Samples 

The yield of individual cows is to be measured at the time of milking with a minimum of interference to the 
normal routine. 

 
Milk samples must be representative of all milk taken from the cow during the measured milking. 

 
All weighing and sampling devices must be used strictly according to the manufacturer’s written instructions 
at all times. 

 
Data for each test day for each herd must be labeled using the following categories to identify the degree of 
supervision used in data recording: 

 
A. Supervised Test 

All test day production data and cow identification has been recorded by the DHIA technician, who is 
expected to collect data as accurately as possible and to use approved procedures when taking milk 
samples. The DHI technician should employ other technicians as assistant technicians to perform these 
tasks when the facilities or milking processes do not permit a single DHIA technician to observe 
identification, milk weights, and sample collection as they occur. (AIPL supervisor code 1). 

 
B. Partially Supervised Test 

The DHIA technician collected production data and/or cow identification information for at least one 
milking on test day and someone else collected production information and cow identification for other 
milking(s) on test day and the technician certifies that the test-day information is believed to be correct 
and accurate. (AIPL supervisor code 3). 

 
C. Owner Conducted Test 

Test-day production data and/or cow identification has been recorded by someone other than the DHI 
technician. (AIPL supervisor code 2). 

 
D. Supervised Electronic Test 

The DHI technician performed a supervised test using the electronic recording of production data and cow 
identification together with appropriate verification that equipment for cow identification, weighing milk, 
and obtaining milk samples is in good operating condition and is recording accurate measurements. (AIPL 
supervisor code 5). 

 
E. Partially Supervised Electronic Test 

The DHI technician performed a Supervised Electronic test, but cow identification was manually entered by 
farm employees. (AIPL supervisor code 7). 

 
F. Owner Conducted Electronic Test 

Test-day production and cow identification has been collected using electronic recording and is submitted 
for processing without verification by a DHI technician. (AIPL supervisor code 6). 
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2. Standard Equipment 
 

A. DHIA Service Affiliates 
All equipment that is owned, leased, or used by DHIA Service Affiliates and used for collection of DHIA milk 
weights and/or samples: 

 
1. Must be of a model and type approved by National DHIA for use in DHIA testing, 

2. Must be in good working condition when in use, 

3. Accuracy of meters must be verified whenever in doubt and at least once a year using an approved 
method. New meters must be tested before being used for DHI testing. 

 
• Portable meters must have a durable label affixed to each device stating the date that accuracy was 

last verified and the meter center performing the inspection. 
 

• Fixed-in-place electronic meters must have records of accuracy verification on file at the dairy and 
in the office of the DHIA Service Affiliate. Checks of meter performance and accuracy produced by 
the Milking system software or by DHIA software can be used to verify the accuracy of these 
meters. 

 
4. Any equipment out of tolerance must be removed from DHIA service and be repaired and retested 

before further use. 
 

B. Producer-Owned Equipment 
The accuracy of all producer-owned equipment used in the collection of milk weights and/or samples is 
the joint responsibility of the DHI Service Affiliate and the dairy producer. 

 
It is strongly recommended that DHIA producers owning their own equipment follow the same guidelines 
for verifying meter accuracy as DHIA Service Affiliates. The DHI service affiliate is responsible for 
appropriately labeling records from herds using equipment that is not in compliance with the guidelines 
forDHIA-owned equipment. 

 
3. Recording Programs 

DHIA offers recording programs to meet the management needs of the individual dairy. Four commonly used 
programs are summarized: 

 
A. DHI-Conventional-Supervised 

The DHIA technician weighs and samples the milk from each milking for all cows in the herd during a single 
24-hour period. 

 
B. DHI-AP-Supervised 

The DHIA technician weighs and samples alternately at AM and PM milkings. For herds milked two times 
during a single 24-hour period, weigh and sample alternately for two consecutive test periods. For herds 
milked three times during a single 24-hour period, rotate the two consecutive milkings weighed and the 
one sampled across consecutive test periods. A/P factors must conform to National DHIA specifications. 

 
C. DHI-APCS-Supervised 

The DHIA technician weighs the milk from each milking during a single 24-hour period and collects 
samples for component testing at one of the weighed milkings. 
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For herds milked two (2) times in a single 24-hour period, alternate the sampled milking between AM 
and PM milkings for consecutive test periods. For herds milked three (3) times in a single 24-hour period, 
rotate the sampled milking among all three milkings. 

 
D. DHI-MO and DHI-MO-AP-Supervised 

The technician weighs the milk from each milking or selected milkings during a single 24-hour period. NO 
samples are collected for component testing. A/P factors must conform to National DHIA tolerances. 

 
E. Other Recording Programs 

Are available through DHIA Affiliates. A list of the type of test codes and plan descriptions are available 
from the National DHIA office and www.dhia.org. 

 
The off-farm use of data from these programs will be determined by the users of the records. 

 
4. Methods for Calculating Lactation Records 

Lactation totals and lactation-to-date totals must be calculated using an ICAR-approved method. 
 

A. Test Interval Method (TIM) 
The Test Interval Method (TIM) is currently used to calculate DHI lactation and lactation-to-date totals. The 
test interval (number of days from the previous test day through the current test day) is divided into two 
equal portions. Production credits for the first half of the test interval are calculated from the previous test 
day information, and those for the second half of the test interval are calculated from the current test day 
information. The totals for the two portions of the test interval are added to obtain the interval totals. 

 
Production totals from the first day of the lactation until the first test day are based on the first test day 
information; and production totals for the interval from the last test day until the record is terminated are 
based on the last test day information. In either case, an approved regression factor shall be used to 
accurately reflect actual milk production and the current test day. The next test interval begins on the 
following day. DRPC’s are permitted to adjust credits for the test interval based upon average lactation 
curve effects, provided such adjustments more nearly reflect daily production and have been approved by 
National DHIA. 

 
B. Best Prediction Method 

The Best Prediction Method is used by AIPL for the prediction of lactation totals from completed test days 
as a correlated response. Best prediction produces more accurate genetic evaluatons and may be used for 
DHI record calculations. 

 
5. Goats To Be Tested 

 
A. All dairy cows in the herd with the same herd code, which have ever calved, will be enrolled on a DHI 

record plan. Dairy cows may be removed from a DHI record plan only when they leave the herd 
permanently. Dairy cows used as embryo recipients are to be included. 

 
B. Cows classified as Dry Donor Dams, may be permanently assigned to a separate Dry Donor string in the 

herd or to a separate Dry Donor herd. No data on the Dry Donor Dam will be included in herd average or 
management information. Dry Donor Dams that later calve will be returned to the milking herd, and a 365- 
day dry period with 0 production data applied against the herd average in the current test interval. 

http://www.dhia.org/
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6. Identification 
 

A. All cows must be identified with a permanent number for genetic evaluation. Permanent identification 
consists of a USDA Animal Identification Number (AIN) ear tag, American ID ear tag number, national 
uniform series ear tag, or breed association registration number. If the ear tag is not in the ear, the number 
must be cross-referenced to a picture, sketch, or a brand or tattoo that is unique within that herd. 

 
B. For a supervised test, the DHIA technician must be able to visibly identify the cow quickly and accurately 

during the milking process. All visible identification must be in place on the cow prior to the beginning of 
the milking, and be visible from several feet. Visible identification must be cross-referenced to permanent 
identification if the data are to be used in genetic evaluations. 

 
C. For all DHIA records (supervised, electronic, and unsupervised) changes in identification after the second 

test following the cow’s entry into the herd will result in the cow’s records being permanently labeled on 
the records transmitted throughout DHIA and on all publications of the records. Changes in identification 
may occur in one or any combination of the following data fields: cow ID number, cow birth date, or sire ID 
(consistent with reference notes for USDA-ARS-AIPL formats). 

 
7. Bulk Tank Measurements 

Bulk tank pick-up weights shall be recorded (data for shipments immediately prior to date-of-test) indicating 
the number of milkings (or days) included in each shipment. If pick-ups do not contain complete days of 
production the DHI technician shall report their best estimate of each day’s milk delivered. 

 
If bulk tank weights are not available, the fact that they cannot be obtained, and the reasons why, should be 
reported in writing to the DHIA Affiliate. 

 
Bulk tank pick-up weights for appropriate days may be used as verification of the accuracy of the 
production credits of the herd. 

 
8. Fresh Goats 

A cow fresh four (4) or more days will have her milk weighed and/or sampled beginning the evening milking of 
the fourth day after calving (morning of the fifth day for AP records), counting the day of calving as the first 
day. The record begins on the calving date. 

 
9. Dry Goats 

The dry date is the first calendar day the cow is not milked. Cows turned dry on test day will have their 
production credits projected forward from the previous test day, using the previous test day production data 
and approved National DHIA estimation procedures. 

 
10. Goats Leaving The Herd 

The calendar day the cow leaves the herd counts as the last day in the herd, with production being credited for 
that day. 

 
11. Goats Entering The Herd 

Any lactating cow entering the herd will start receiving production credits in the new herd on the calendar day 
following the last day of credits in the former herd. 
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12. Sick or Injured Goats 
Actual production should be recorded on test day for all sick, injured, or in-heat cows and be coded as 
abnormal on the barn sheets at the time of milking. The milk weight will be adjusted by the DRPC for cows so 
coded if the percentage decrease in total daily pounds of milk from the previous test day exceeds the 
percentage obtained with the following formula: 

 
Percent = 27.4 plus 0.4 x days in the previous test interval. 
(As an example, for a 28-day test interval: Percent = 27.4 + (0.4 x 28) = 38.6%, and the test day weight will be 
adjusted if the decrease is more than 38.6%) 

 
This does not apply to milk weights routinely adjusted at the beginning or end of lactation. 

 
If the first test day is coded abnormal the succeeding test day will be used to calculate the percentage decrease. 

 
13. Goats Calving Without Going Dry 

If a cow calves without a dry period, the record will end on the day immediately preceding the calving, and the 
new lactation will begin on the day of calving. 

 
14. Prepartum milk will not be counted as part of the lactation, and it will not be included in the lifetime 

production record. 
 

15. Goats Milked More Than Twice Per Day 
Herds or cows normally milked more than twice per day will follow the same milking routine on test day. 

 
Lactation records obtained by milking cows more than twice per day for all or part of the lactation will be 
labeled according to National DHIA procedures. 

 
Herd averages, where some or all of the cows are milked more than two (2) times a day, will be so labeled. The 
number of times the herd is milked daily will be rounded to the nearest whole number. 

 
16. Missing Milk Weights and/or Samples 

When complete milk weights or samples are not obtained on test day or are lost, the missing data will be 
estimated or the test period spanned by the DRPC, using the procedures outlined below. All estimated or 
missing data will be appropriately labeled. Only actual data will be sent for use in genetic evaluations. Reasons 
for lost or missed milk weights and/or samples will be recorded by the DHIA technician. All adjustments to 
production credits will be made by the DRPC with routine programming. Exceptional cases should be referred 
to the DHIA Affiliate. 

 
A. First Test Day Weights or Samples Missed: 

 
• Missing milk weights and component percentages shall be calculated in the succeeding test interval by 

appropriate factors and procedures approved by National DHIA. Records having the first test day 
more than 90 days after calving is not used in genetic evaluations. 

 
• If the milk sample cannot be tested, the percentage of each component for the succeeding test day will 

be used. 
 

B. Cows Missed For One or More Intervals During the Lactation After the First Interval. 
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• Missing milk weights and component percentages shall be calculated based on the previous milk 
weights and component percentages using appropriate factors approved by National DHIA. 

 
• The milk weights and component percentages may be held open and later computed as described in 

the Test Interval Method. 
 

• If the sample cannot be tested, component data will be estimated according to National DHIA 
procedures. 

 
• For herds weighed more than once daily and one milk weight is missed, AM/PM factors may be applied 

to the remaining weight(s) and component analysis to calculate test day yield. This yield shall be 
considered an actual yield. 

 
C. New Cows Entering The Herd 

 
• A cow purchased in milk with transfer credits will have credits computed through the sale date in the 

seller’s herd. Her credits will start the next day in the purchaser’s herd, using test-day data from the 
succeeding test. The Test Interval Method is required in making these computations. Dry cows will 
accumulate days on test in the seller’s herd through the sale date and will start on test in the 
purchaser’s herd the next day. 

 
• A cow purchased in milk with unavailable previous credits may have her record computed back to the 

calving date for management purposes. If the cow has no known calving date as of the first test date, 
the cow will receive credits for the current test interval only. The DRPC may extend the record back to 
the fresh date for management purposes only. Only actual data will be used in genetic evaluations. 

 
17. Standard Calculations 

 
A. Days carried calf = current sample date – effective breeding date + 1 

B. Days open = effective breeding date – previous fresh date 

C. Gestation days = resulting fresh date – effective breeding date 

D. Days day = next fresh date – dry date 

E. Calving Interval = next fresh date – current fresh date 

F. Days in milk 
= dry date – previous fresh date, or 
= left herd date – previous fresh date + 1, or 
= current test date – previous fresh date + 1 

 
G. Assumptions: 

• The day of freshening is an open day, a day in milk, and not a dry date; 
• The day of breeding is a day carried calf. 

 
H. Calculation of Ages of Cows (Truncation Method) 

From the year, month, and day of the fresh date, subtract the year, month, and day of the birth date. If the 
days are positive, discard. If the days are negative, add – 1 to months. Then, if months are positive, use 
years and months as age of the cow. If months are negative, add 12 months, and add – 1 to years. Use the 
resulting years and months as the age of the cow. 
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I. Adjusting Records to 24 Hours 
When milk that is weighed is from an interval other than 24 hours, the recorded weight shall be adjusted to 
a 24-hour interval using approved A/P factors or the following procedure approved by National DHIA when 
A/P factors are not appropriate: 

 
Divide 24 by the interval (measured in hours), then multiply by the total milk recorded during the interval. 

 
Examples: (1) For a 25-hour interval, (24/25) x 65 lbs. = 62.4 lbs. test day weight 

(2) For a 20-hour interval, (24/20) x 65 lbs. = 78 lbs. test day weight 
(3) For a 168-hour (7-day) interval (24/168) x 525 lbs. = 75 lbs. test day weight 

 
18. Verification Testing 

DHIA Service Affiliates will conduct verification tests to verify the performance of cows and herds at the request 
of a member or allied industry representative. 

 
DHIA verification tests will be performed based on pre-existing terms agreed to among the DHIA Service 
Affiliate, the allied industry representative, and the herd owner, or based on situational terms agreed to among 
the parties. 

 
DHIA verification tests requested by a member will include the entire herd. Acceptable verification procedures 
are as follows: 

 
• A different DHIA technician conducts a duplicate test immediately following the regular test. 
• A different DHIA technician tests the herd for one (1) milking, in addition to the regular testing schedule. 
• A different DHIA technician tests the herd using the regular testing schedule (i.e. no additional milkings). 

 
Herd Pages may also be used to verify test results on a routine basis. Such information may be used to call 
verification tests as deemed appropriate by the DHIA Affiliate. 

 
All verification test results will be used in computing credits except under extraordinary circumstances, in 
which case the DHIA Service Affiliate will determine which test(s) will be used. 

 
19. Retesting – Member’s Request 

If a member is not satisfied with the regular testing of the herd, a retest may be requested. Such a request will 
be made within 15 days of the original test day and be directed to the DHIA Affiliate. The member will pay the 
cost of the retest unless otherwise determined by the DHIA Affiliate. 

 
Retest results will be used in place of the test day data for which dissatisfaction has been registered when an 
obvious discrepancy exists. Both tests may be used if no discrepancy exists in the judgment of the DHIA Service 
Affiliate. 

 
20. Production Reports 

DHI lactation records of 305 days or less will be computed as required by National DHIA policies. 
 

All DHI records used in genetic evaluations must be processed at a National DHIA – approved DRPC. Electronic 
herd summary reports and cow lactation records will carry record standards variables to describe the 
conditions under which the records were collected. 



Dairy Goat Technician Handbook by Dairy One 

26 

 

 

 

21. Yearly Averages 
Herd and Affiliate yearly averages will be computed on a cow-year basis. These will be summarized and 
transmitted as required by National DHIA policies. A herd must have DHIA credits for 365 days before a DHIA 
herd average is published. 

 
22. Transfer Of Herd Records 

Herds choosing to transfer service and herd records to a different service provider are required to sign an 
intent-to-transfer form provided by the new service provider. 

 
A. The current service provider must transfer the herd records within 15 days of receipt of the intent to 

transfer form if the herd is in good financial standing. 
 

B. Any cost associated with the transfer is the responsibility of the herd owner requesting the transfer. 
 

23. Transfer Of Individual Cow Records 
Transfer of records to new owners shall be accomplished within 10 days of notification from the buyer 
containing the herd and cow ID of the cow being transferred. This is best accomplished by sending a copy of 
the individual cow page. 

 
24. Robotic Milking Procedures 

A. Test day milk weights shall be obtained as 24 x (milk/hour) obtained from the robotic milking system 
software. 

 
B. Milk samples shall be obtained using National DHIA-approved sampling devices for one or more 

milkings during test day. 
 

25. Data Collection Rating 
This statistic is calculated by USDA and some breed associations as an index of the accuracy of the estimated 
lactation total based on the number of test days, amount of supervision, and completeness of data collected 
on each test day. 
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Purpose 

National DHIA Records Disclosure Policy 

The Records Disclosure concept, along with Herd and Cow Pages, Uniform Data Collection Procedures, and the 
Code of Ethics, was designed to replace the enforcement activities of DHIA. 

 
Policy 
DHIA members who want their records to be available for genetic evaluations will select one of the following two 
Herd and Cow Page options: 

• Open disclosure. 

• Limited disclosure among allied industry partners participating in appropriate agreements. 
 

The DHI records from members choosing not to disclose their Herd and Cow Pages will not be provided to the 
Genetic Evaluation Program. 

 
Definitions 
Open Disclosure is defined as unrestricted access by any party interested in viewing the Herd and Cow Pages. All 
DHI Records produced under this option are provided to the Genetic Evaluation Program. 

 
Limited Disclosure restricts access to Herd and Cow Pages to allied partners for defined purposes. These purposes 
may include validating the records and/or conducting appropriate research. All DHI records produced under this 
option are provided to the Genetic Evaluation Program. (Allied partners include the National Association of Animal 
Breeders, Purebred Dairy Cattle Association, USDA-ARS-AIPL, National DHIA, and member Affiliates). 
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DHIR Testing Procedures 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

SUPERVISOR’S GUIDE to the ADGA VERIFICATION TEST 
The National DHIA Code of Ethics and Uniform Data Collection Procedures along with 
the ADGA Production Testing Guidelines govern verification tests for ADGA DHIR. 

A verification test (VT) acceptable to ADGA consists of validating 3 milkings (for a 2x herd) for any test type plan 
over a 24-hour period by a person other than the regular supervisor or owner. This includes AM/PM herds and 
those having gone to once a day milking. There is a pre-milking, a weight only test to “set the clock”, plus two 
tested milkings (even if one is zero) for weight & component samples according to the test type plan of the herd. 
The 1st test is ~12 hours after the pre-milking, and the 2nd test 24 hours after the pre-milking. It is strongly 
suggested that the VT occur when the herd is in full function, being milked twice a day. 

The usual method is that if the verification supervisor is going to be present for just one of the three milkings that it 
is for the pre-milking, also verifying tattoos, paperwork and visible ID. However, any of the methods described in 
the Uniform Data Collection Procedures are acceptable, provided it is also acceptable to the local association. 

Setting up the test is the responsibility of the herd owner. Verification testers can be group testers, or standard 
testers, as long as the DHIA manager approves them to perform such testing. ADGA one-day milking 
competitions can also be used for verification, but all rules governing ADGA DHIR programs must be followed 
(scale certification, tester qualifications, milking routine, a VT form, whole herd participation if required, etc.). 

PREPARATION: 
Arrange date and time for Verification Test with both the herdowner and the different or second tester. 
Prepare sample vials and packaging/shipping arrangements for the lab. (This is the tester’s responsibility!) 
Check testing supplies; make sure scale has had a calibration within the last year. 
WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT THE HERD FOR TESTING: 
CHECK ALL PAPERWORK 

 Get barnsheets, owner option sheets and registration papers from herd owner. 
 Compare all registration information with those on the barnsheet. 
 Make corrections, additions, write in pertinent dates and other information as appropriate on barn sheets. 

ONCE YOU ARE IN THE BARN 
 Move slowly and carefully, some animals “react” to strangers. 
 Quickly survey the barn and other facilities, feed system and animals; note any oddities. 
 Move into the milking area and set up meters or scales, calibrating to bucket used for weighing. 
 Inform the herd owner when you are ready to start. 
 Decide, with the herd owner, whether you will check tattoos as the does enter or leave on the pre-milking. 

WHEN YOU BEGIN TESTING 
 Write in the start time for the entire milking procedure. 
 Observe does as they enter and also note ‘unusual’ feeding practices. 
 Observe does for visible identification, pull appropriate sample vial, prepare to sample for the tested 

milkings. Miniature breeds must also be measured with an approved device supplied by the owner. 
 Check tattoo/EID (pre-milking) against the registration certificates either before or after they are milked. 

Note any that do not match. 
 When the herd owner begins milking, record the order in which they are milked. 

Weigh the pre-milking, Weigh and sample the test milkings according to the test type plan (if in place 
of the regular test) and routine milking schedule (3 samplings only if a herd is coded as a 3x herd), 
observe proper mixing technique, repeat for each doe, recap all vials tightly. 

 Record stop time when all does have been milked. 
 Verify any dry doe’s tattoo/EID and dry status. 
 Gather up all testing equipment and paperwork (including samples) and take them with you if you leave 

the herd until the next milking. If you stay on the farm, make sure the owner does not have unsupervised 
access to the test materials or samples. If you are only the pre-milking tester, transfer materials and 
samples to the regular tester. 

 Repeat testing procedure (minus tattoo/EID checks if does are visibly identified) for additional milkings. 
FINISHING THE TEST 

 Record the stop time. 
 Make sure the VT form is complete and signed by all testers along with printing the name. 
 Include tester ID and telephone number or email. 
 The tester should keep a copy of the VT form. 
 Send samples, barn sheets, payment, VT form and any additional comments to the lab. 

 



Herd Code(s):  - -  Verification Test Date:  

 

 

 

All verifications require 3 supervised tests. 
An owner is not considered a supervisor! 

American Dairy Goat Association 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT of DOE or HERD VERIFICATION TEST 

One Day Milk Competition? Yes*: ο No: ο 

DHIR Test Plan: ο ADGA-00 ο ADGA-02 ο O/S-40 * If yes, this form AND the 1-day form must be used and sent 

ο DHIR-20 ο DHIR-22 ο DHIR-23 ο Other?   Previous Test Date:  
 

 

Herd Name  

Address   

Person in Charge of Herd  
 

Telephone/E-Mail  

Regular Tester  Tester ID #  

PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS COMPLETELY AND IN DETAIL, WHERE NECESSARY. 

HERD INFORMATION # of Strings  # of Does in Milk: registered other  

1. Are registration papers available for all registered does in milk & on test? Yes ο No ο 
(All ADGA does must be registered at time of verification) 

2. Are any breeds not on test?   
 

3. Are all milking does of the breeds on test, regardless of ownership, being tested? Yes ο No ο 

4. Were all does for DHIR verification requirements identified by a permanent form of identification 
that matches that information as provided on the registration certificates? Yes ο No ο 

5. What type(s) of visible ID are used for the herd? 
 

6. # of does not visibly identified:   
 

7. Is a milking machine used? Yes □ No □ 

reason(s):   
 
 

8. List weather conditions, feeding, or recent management changes that might have affected production:  

 
 

9. Note any other variation from the normal milking procedure that may have taken place at the time of test:  
 
 

Use additional sheets if necessary, identify each page with herd code. 

APPROVED WEIGHING & SAMPLING DEVICES (device must be certified annually!) 

10. ο Scales: 1/10th increments? Yes ο No ο 11. Date of last certification:   

12. ο Meters: (Indicate type)   13. Date of last certification:   
 

14. Other comments or observations:  

 
DOES MEETING VERIFICATION TEST REQUIREMENTS – Use additional sheets if necessary, identify each page with herd code or include a 

copy of this information from your doe page received from the record center. 
 

Index/ 
Control # 

 
Reg. # 

Age 
Yrs/Mos 

Lact. 
No. 

Date Kidded 
mm/dd/yy 

Actual 
DIM 

Actual 
Milk 

Actual 
Butterfat 

Actual 
Protein 

Projected 
Milk 

Projected 
Butterfat 

Projected 
Protein 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            



DATES AND TIMES OF MILKING FOR THIS TEST Herd Code(s):  - -  

 

 

 

 - -  
Circle AM or PM or use Military Time *3rd milking space is ONLY for herds milking 3 times per day 

Date/Tester Initials StartTime StopTime Date/Tester Initials StartTime StopTime 

PRE  AM/PM AM/PM 2nd  AM/PM AM/PM 

1st  AM/PM AM/PM 3rd *  AM/PM AM/PM 

 
VERIFICATION TEST DATA FOR DOES MEETING REQUIREMENTS - Use additional sheets if necessary, identify each page with herd code. 

 
  MILKING ORDER & LBS MILK 24 HOUR PRODUCTION PREVIOUS TEST DAY 

Index/ 
Control # 

 
Barn Name or Sample # 

Milking 
Order 

 
Pre-Wt. 

 
Wt: 1st 

 
Wt: 2nd 

 
Wt: 3rd 

 
# Milk 

 
% Fat 

 
% Pro 

 
# Milk 

 
% Fat 

 
% Pro 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

  Order:           
 

SUPERVISOR/ FIELD TECHNICIAN - PLEASE PRINT & SIGN NAME BELOW 
 

(print name) Telephone # (print name) Telephone # 

    and/or     
Regular Supervisor, Group Member or Owner Sampler Signature Tester ID # Verification Supervisor (cannot be a group member) Signature Tester ID # 

Verification Test Conducted ο In PLACE of regular test ο As an EXTRA test 

Reason for Verification Test 
ο ADGA Request ο DHI Association Request 
ο Innovative Test Plan ο Request by Dairyman/Owner 
ο Sudden Increase in RHA ο Suspicion of Rule Violation 
ο High Individual Production/Components ο Other      

TO BE COMPLETED BY STATE/AFFILIATE/ASSOCIATION MANAGER – (This form will not be accepted without a Manager’s signature) ◄ 

I have discussed any rule violations reported in the questions above with the regular supervisor or herd owner.  Initials 

Verification Test Outcome: ο Acceptable  ο Recommend a retest  ο Further Investigation Needed 

Signed  Title  
 

Name of DHIA:  
 

Address:    
Telephone, FAX, or e-mail contact 

 

Send Completed Form To: American Dairy Goat Association, Performance Programs 
P.O. Box 865 - Spindale, NC 28160 828-286-3801 

FOR ADGA USE ONLY: 
Control # Test Day Milk Previous Milk % Change +/- Test Day Fat Previous Fat % Change +/- 
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Important Notice to DHIR Participants 
The acceptance, accuracy, and timeliness of your lactation records being processed by the American Dairy Goat 
Association (ADGA) depend greatly on the completeness and correctness of the information furnished by the herd 
owner’s and test supervisors to the record processing centers. 

 
Please compare your doe’s Certificates of Registry/Recordation papers with the Doe Information Pages returned to 
you from your center. 

 
The following information is required to be complete and correct for your records to be accepted by ADGA. 

 
• Herd Code Number (HCN) – Be sure the HCN on file with ADGA is the same as the HCN assigned to you and 

is what appears on your Doe and Herd Reports. 
 

• Make sure the type of test is marked with one of the test type plan numbers accepted by ADGA for Dairy 
Herd Improvement Registry (DHIR). Other than Owner Sampler records, only records with accepted test 
plan numbers (00 through 23) would be forwarded to ADGA. 

 
• The animal’s registration number is not exactly the same as the number used for Dairy Herd Improvement 

Association (DHIA) purposes – Near the bottom of your Certificate of Registry/Recordation you will find the 
DHIA numbers that must be reported for your DHIR enrolled does, as well as the sires and dams of those 
does. 

 
• Make sure the breed code, date of birth, and status dates such as kidding/calving dates are also correct. 

Errors occur when these dates do not match the reported registration information for both does and their 
offspring. 

 
To ensure that your records are received and processed for ADGA recognition, please take a moment and go over 
your reports. It is recommended that you review this each test monthly. If you see anything that needs 
correcting, please have the correction submitted by your test supervisor on the herd’s next test day. 
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Entering a Herd on DHIR Test 
ADGA Testing Program and Plans 
American Dairy Goat Association (ADGA) has several Dairy Herd Improvement Registry (DHIR) options with regard 
to test-type plans. They are available for herds wishing to be on Standard Test (1 herd/ 1 supervisor), Group Test (at 
least 3 herds testing is the minimum), or Owner-Sampler (40 only) and are listed on another page. You must 
decide which plan you will use. Training of supervisors must be in accordance with the field service provider. Only 
persons approved by the regional manager will be permitted to do testing. Training for those involved with groups 
varies within the U.S., so it is advisable to check first. ADGA’s testing program is further outlined in the Guidebook. 

 
When to Put the Herd on Test 
A herd may enroll in Dairy Herd Improvement Registry (DHIR) testing at any time during the year, but a doe must 
be tested within 75 days of freshening. All testing permits are renewed at the first of each year, not the month the 
herd was originally enrolled. The renewal forms will be mailed to herd owners in December, and the herd and doe 
fees will become due in January. Renewal fees must be paid at the first of the year or records will not be official. 

 
Making Arrangements to Go On Test 
Contact the DHI local or regional manager to make arrangements for testing. A list of their names and addresses is 
included. Be sure to obtain approval for your test-type plan in order to use it in your area. Not all plans are 
available in every association. If your manager cannot approve the plan you have chosen, you may have the 
option to test through another association in another area or state. 

 
Filling Out the Application to Test DHIR 
Fill in all the information requested on the application and mail it back to the ADGA office. INCLUDE THE 
APPROPRIATE HERD AND DOE FEES. For the first year on test, there is an enrollment fee in addition to the yearly 
herd and doe fees. ADGA will accept your application and issue a “Permit to Test Dairy Herd Improvement Registry 
(DHIR)”. 

 
Herd Change Sheets and Blue Forms 
Along with your Permit to Test DHIR, you will receive herd change sheets for adding or deleting does during the 
test year. When you add or delete any animals from your herd, it is important to report this to the ADGA office. You 
will also receive a small blue form asking you to report your Herd Code Number to the ADGA office. This number 
will be issued after your first test by the association and will appear on your monthly report sheet. It is very 
important that you send ADGA the eight (8) digit Herd Code Number in order to ensure that all lactation records 
will be accepted. Your records cannot be processed by ADGA if your Herd Code Number is not on file. 

 
Herds with one or more distinct breeds may be enrolled as a composite herd or as separate herds. Or farms with 
two or more distinct breeds may enroll one breed and not the other(s). Please be advised that for herds with small 
numbers, this may not be a good idea. For herds with the majority of animals being of one breed and containing a 
few other breeds, this may be more appropriate. 

 
Making Arrangements for A DHI Supervisor/Tester 
If you are not testing with a group, or on Owner-Sampler, you need to make arrangements to have a DHI 
supervisor test your herd. Your regional manager can help you with this. 
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Check Your Monthly Report 
When your monthly report comes back from the Dairy Records Processing Center (DRPC), be sure that your doe’s 
registration number and other information have been entered correctly. Near the bottom of your Certificate of 
Registry, you will find the Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) numbers that must be matched exactly with 
the numbers on your DHIR report. The item “Type of Test” on the monthly report MUST read Dairy Herd 
Improvement Registry (DHIR). If it says Dairy Herd Improvement (DHI) or Dairy Herd Improvement Association 
(DHIA), your records will not be reported to ADGA. Your testing supervisor can make the corrections for you. 

 
Need for Verification Test 
Top Ten Awards, ITP, and Owner Sampler plans must have a verification test. Be sure to follow all the verification 
rules and guidelines detailed in the ADGA Guidebook and the National DHIA Uniform Operating Procedures. 
Failure to follow them or have the necessary herd verification tests could result in your records being unofficial 
with ADGA. Anyone approved by the local or regional association to perform verification tests may do so. The 
ADGA form or approved local form MUST be used. 

 
By checking the enclosed Breed Leader chart, you can determine if you have a doe that may be eligible for the 
ADGA Top Ten Award Program. It is your responsibility to see that this test is done. You will not be notified by the 
ADGA office to have a verification test done. In addition to a verification test, Top Ten recognition will only be 
given to records with a minimum Data Collection Rating (DCR). Information on this is in the ADGA guidebook. 
Generally, a least 8-9 regularly spaced tests are required to earn a DCR that will qualify a record for this type of 
recognition. But this can be dependent on the test type plan and other factors. Monitoring this is important if your 
doe has the potential to be recognized in this manner. 

 
Keeping Your Herd on Continuous DHIR Test 
Dairy goats are seasonal breeders, so there may be a period during the year when all the does in your herd are dry. 
The herd is to be on test the year round, whether does are milking or dry. Barn sheets must be sent on a routine 
basis throughout the dry period in order to keep your herd on continuous DHIR test. 

 
Youth Honor Roll 
This program is for those members 21 or under with the doe registered in the youth’s name. Honor Roll mention 
will be published in the News & Events. Does must milk at least 3000 lbs. or produce 100 lbs. of butterfat or 90 lbs. 
of protein to be eligible. See Guidebook for additional details. 

 
Records Acceptance 
Only Field Service Providers, Laboratories, Meter Centers, and Records Processing Centers that are approved by a 
certifying agency that is contracted by the Council of Dairy Cattle Breeding can be used by ADGA DHIR herds and 
ADGA one-day milking competitions. Currently, that agency is QCS, Inc. and they maintain a website listing of 
approved facilities at www.quality-certification.com 

http://www.quality-certification.com/
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Plans Accepted for American Dairy 
Goat Association (ADGA) DHIR 
(Standard or Group-Advanced Registry & Star Programs) 

 
ADGA ITP 00 – Every Other Month 
Owner and supervisor would alternate months by collecting test day data. Owner weighs only and sends in barn 
sheets. Supervisor weighs and collects samples. ADGA Audits apply. Verification Test (VT) required. Not accepted 
for Breed Leader – Top Ten. 

 
ADGA ITP 01 – APT 
Supervisor and owner share responsibility for collecting tests day weights, alternating the AM and PM weighing 
each month. Supervisors also collect component samples when weighing. A time monitor must be installed. 
Verification Test (VT) required. Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 93 required for Top Ten Awards. 

 
ADGA ITP 02 – APCS 
Supervisor and owner share responsibility for collecting tests day weights, alternating the AM and PM weighing 
each month. Supervisors also collect component samples when weighing. Annual Verification Test (VT) required. 
Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 93 required for Top Ten Awards. 

 
DHIR 20 – Standard 
For the Basic test plan, the supervisor weighs and samples both milkings on test day. Verification Test (VT) and Data 
Collection Rating (DCR) of 93 required for Top Ten. 

 
DHIR 21 – APT 
Supervisor collects one test day weight, alternating the AM and PM weighing each month. Supervisor also collects 
component samples when weighing. DRPC will determine second weight. A time monitor much be installed. 
Annual Verification Test (VT) required. Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 93 required for Top Ten Awards. 

 
DHIR 22 – APCS 
Supervisor collects both test day weights. Supervisor also collects component samples alternating AM and PM 
samples each month. Annual Verification Test (VT) and Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 93 required for Top Ten. 

 
DHIR 23 – AP 
Supervisor collects one test day weight, alternating AM and PM weighing each month. Supervisor also collects 
component samples when weighing. Dairy Records Processing Center (DRPC) will determine second weight. Breed 
association may determine additional requirements. Bulk tank comparison required. Data Collection Rating (DCR) 
of 93 required for Top Ten Awards. 

 
DHI 40 – Owner Sampler 
Herd owner weights and samples all milkings each test day and is responsible for all record keeping, mailing of 
samples, and mailing final results to ADGA for recognition. Annual herd verification required between 60 -150 DIM. 
Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 75 required for Milk Star. STAR volume recognition only. 
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ADGA ITP 01 

Plans Accepted for Breed Leader – Top Ten 

Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking monitor time in addition to the monitor-supplied and supervisor 
time, so that a total of 3 times are documented. Data Collection Rating (DCR) must equal 93 or higher. Verification 
Test (VT) necessary. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets much be available. 

 
ADGA ITP 02 
Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking weight in addition to the regular owner-supplied weight, so that a 
total of 3 weights are documented. Data Collection Rating (DCR) must equal 93 or higher. Verification Test (VT) 
necessary. No auditing during the year. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be 
available. 

 
DHIR 20 
Conditions: Verification Test (VT) and Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 93 or higher required. 

 
DHIR 21 
Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking monitor time in addition to the DRPC-supplied weight and supervisor 
times, so that a total of 3 times are documented. Data Collection Rating (DCR) must equal 93 or higher. Verification 
Test (VT) necessary. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available. 

 
DHIR 22 
Conditions: VT and DCR of 93 or higher. 

 
DHIR 23 
Conditions: Owner must supply a bulk tank comparison and have an average of 96 -110% of DRPC herd average. . 
Data Collection Rating (DCR) must equal 93 or higher. Verification Test (VT) necessary. No auditing during the year. 
If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available. 



Dairy Goat Technician Handbook by Dairy One 

37 

 

 

 

ADGA Approves Owner Sampler Plan for Use in DHIR Program! 
ADGA members, with the approval of their local associations, can now participate in American Dairy Goat 
Association (ADGA) Dairy Herd Improvement Registry (DHIR) using Owner Sampler Plan ‘40’ beginning in 2004. 
Features of the plan are: 

 
• All DHI Management Information 

• Herd/Individual Records 

• STAR (ST) Volume eligibility* 

• Affordability 

• Flexibility 

• Availability 

 
As with all plans recognized for use in ADGA, there are requirements for acceptance of records into the STAR 
Volume. These are: 

 
• Application/fees to ADGA Dairy Herd Improvement Registry (DHIR) 

• Herd Verification test between 60 and 150 days in milk 

• Minimum Data Collection Rating (DCR) of ‘75’. 

• Owner responsible to send in completed lactation record 

 
All requirements of the ADGA Dairy Herd Improvement Registry (DHIR) program will apply to the Owner Sampler 
Test Plan, including those set for verification testing (test consisting of 3 supervised milkings in a 24-hour period). A 
Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 75 can be earned by regularly spaced monthly tests throughout the entire lactation 
with one test being the verification test. 

 
The “M” will be equivalent to those earned in a One-Day Milking Competition but with increased opportunity to 
earn Star recognition based on the yield minimums set forth in the ADGA guidebook. As part of the STAR (ST) 
volume, Owner Sampler records are not eligible for Breed Leader (Top Ten) recognition nor will appear on 
Performance Pedigrees, features that are part of the ADVANCED REGISTRY (AR) Volume. Records will be included in 
the Performance Volumes. 

 
If you are on test and want to change to this test plan, you will need to change the test type plan from your current 
plan to a 40. A 40 plan is defined as – Dairy producer weighs and samples all milkings each test day. 

 
The owner is also responsible for: 

 
• Obtaining a herd code (if new) and making proper application through ADGA 

• Following ADGA and all pertinent testing guidelines 

• Recording the test day information 

• Getting the samples to the DHIA lab 
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• Sending doe sheets on completed qualifying lactations to the ADGA office for recognition awards and 
inclusion into the STAR (*) volume. 

 
If you are new to production testing, we encourage you to attend a tester training session prior to starting on test. 
Please contact American Dairy Goat Association (ADGA) if you need additional information. 
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Technician’s Guide to the ADGA Verification Test 
The National DHIA Code of Ethics and Uniform Data Collection Procedures along with the ADGA Production 
Testing Guidelines govern verification tests for ADGA Dairy Herd Improvement Registry (DHIR). 

 
A verification test acceptable to American Dairy Goat Association (ADGA) consists of validating 3 milkings (for a 2X 
herd) over a 24-hour period by a person other than the regular supervisor. The first is a pre-milking, a weight-only 
test to “set the clock”, plus two tested milkings for weight and component samples according to the test type plan 
of the herd. The first test is ~12 hours after the pre-milking, and the second test 24 hours after the pre-milking. 

 
The usual method is that if the verification supervisor is going to be present for just one of the three milkings that it 
is for the pre-milking, also verifying tattoos, paperwork, and visible ID. However, any of the methods described in 
the Uniform Data Collection Procedures are acceptable, provided it is also acceptable to the local association. 

 
Verification testers can be group testers, or standard testers, as long as the DHIA manager approves them to 
perform such testing. ADGA one-day milking competitions can also be used for verification, but all rules governing 
ADGA DHIR programs must be followed (scale certification, tester qualifications, milking routine, a Verification Test 
(VT) form, etc.). 

 
Preparation 

• Arrange a date and time for Verification Test (VT) with both the herd owner and the different or 
second tester. 

• Prepare sample vials and packaging. 

• Check testing supplies: make sure the scale has had a calibration within the last year. 

 
When you arrive at the Herd for the Testing 

 
1. Check All Paperwork 

• Get barn sheets, owner option sheets, and registration papers from the herd owner. 

• Compare all registration information with those on the barn sheet. 

• Make corrections and additions and write in pertinent dates and other information as appropriate on 
barn sheets. 

 
2. Once You Are In The Barn 

• Move slowly and carefully, some animals “react” to strangers. 

• Quickly survey the barn and other facilities, feed system, and animals; note any oddities. 

• Move into the milking area and set up scales, calibrate to bucket used for weighing. 

• Inform the herd owner when you are ready to start. 

• Decide, with the herd owner, whether you will check tattoos as the does enter or leave on the pre- 
milking. 
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3. When You Begin Testing 

• Write in the start time for the entire milking procedure. 

• Observe does as they enter and also note “unusual” feeding practices. 

• Observe does for visible identification, pull the appropriate sample vial, and prepare to sample for 
the tested milkings. 

• Check tattoos or other permanent ID (pre-milking) either before or after they are milked. 

• When the herd owner begins milking, record the order in which they are milked. Weigh the pre-milking, 
weigh the sample the test milkings according to the test type plan (if in place of the regular test) and 
routine milking schedule (3 samplings only if a herd is coded as a 3X herd), observe proper mixing 
technique, repeat for each doe, recap all vials tightly. 

• Record stop time when all does have been milked. 

• Verify any dry doe’s tattoos and dry status. 

• Gather up all testing equipment and paperwork (including samples) and take them with you if you leave 
the herd until the next milking. If you stay on the farm, make sure the owner does not have 
unsupervised access to the test materials or samples. If you are only the pre-milking tester, transfer 
materials and samples to the regular tester. 

• Repeat the testing procedure (minus tattoo checks if does are visibly identified) for additional milkings. 

 
4. Finishing The Test 

• Record the stop time. 

• Make sure the Verification Test (VT) form is complete. 

• Make sure both supervisors (testers) have signed the VT form. Include tester ID number. 

• It is strongly suggested that the tester keep a copy of the VT form for your records. 

• Send samples, barn sheets, payment, VT form and any additional comments to the lab. 
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Technician’s and Superintendent’s Guide to the 
ADGA One-Day Milking Competition 

The ADGA Production Testing Guidelines for ADGA (DHIR), along with the National DHIA Code of Ethics and Uniform 
Data Collection Procedures, govern ADGA one-day milking competition (ODMC) procedures. 

 
Prior to the test, an application is made to ADGA providing the specifics for the test day. A Superintendent (if 
necessary for penning/entry arrangements) and a Tester are identified. For ‘on-farm’ competitions, an approved 
testing supervisor must perform the duties of the superintendent and the supervisor. The owner of an animal 
entered in the competition cannot perform any superintendent or supervisor/tester duties related to 
verifying animal identity, obtaining, or managing milk weights and samples. 

 
The ODMC consists of validating 24-hour production. Usually, this means 3 milkings for a 2X milking herd. The first 
step is the pre-milking, a weight-only test to “set the clock”. There are two subsequent milkings tested for weight 
and component samples according to the test type plan of the herd, usually twelve and twenty-four hours later. It 
is acceptable to have the pre-milking be a check that the doe is empty at the start time of the competition. Use E3, 
or a similar indication that the udder is empty if a weight is not recorded for the pre-milking. 

 
Supervisors can be cow testers familiar with ADGA procedures, group testers, or goat standard testers, as long as 
the DHIA manager has approved them to perform such testing. An ADGA one-day milking competition can also be 
used as a verification test. ALL rules governing ADGA DHIR programs must be followed (tester qualifications, 
milking routine, VT forms, etc.) If the ODMC is used in place of the regular test, the usual sheets for testing must be 
filled out in addition to the one-day and verification forms. 

 
When You Arrive At the Competition 
1. Paperwork 

• Validate registration papers with entries. 

• Enter information onto ODMC form; include freshening date. 

• Strongly suggest that a visible ID (tag) is attached to animals in competition. 

• Fill out other paperwork if this is to be used for a VT and check ‘Verification Test (VT)?’ Box on ODMC 
form. 

• Have each person with does entered sign the Attestation Statement. 

 
2. Set Up 

• Move into the milking area and set up scales, calibrate to bucket used for weighing. 

• Inform the herd owners when you are ready to start. 

• Decide, with the herd owners, whether you will check tattoos and registration information as the does 
enter or leave on the pre-milking. 

 
3. When You Begin Testing 

• Write in the start time for the entire milking procedure. 

• Observe does for visible identification, check for “empty buckets”, pull appropriate sample vial, and 
prepare to sample for the tested milkings. 
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• Weigh the pre-milking and/or verify that the udder is empty, weigh and sample the test milkings, 
observe proper mixing technique, repeat for each doe, and recap all vials tightly. 

• Check tattoos (pre-milking) either before or after they are milked. 

• Gather up all testing equipment and paperwork (including samples) and take them with you if you 
leave the herd until the next milking. If you stay on the farm, make sure entrants do not have 
unsupervised access to the test materials or samples. If you are only the pre-milking tester, transfer 
materials and samples to the regular tester. 

• Repeat the testing procedure for additional milking. 

 
4. Finishing The Test 

• Make sure all forms are complete (Verification Test (VT) and regular test forms too). 

• Make sure all supervisor signature areas are signed. Include the tester ID number. 

• It is strongly suggested that the tester keep a copy of the forms for your records. 

• Send samples, barn sheets, payment, and any other forms as well as any additional comments to 
the lab. 

 
5. Suggested Materials 

• Certified Scale & Chain/Rope to Hang 

• Buckets/Dipper 

• Numbered ID Tags 

• Vials/Mailer 

• Bleach 

• Flashlight 

• Paper towels/Alcohol Wipes 

• Pencil/Sharpie/Paper 

• Clipboard 

• ADGA Guidebook 

• Extra Forms 

• Sample 



 

 

 

 

Includes ADGA PLUS  
 

*If you select DHI 40 Owner/Sampler AR, documentation of your tester training must be on file or included with this application.* 
 

Type of Test: ∆ Group 
∆ Standard 
∆ Owner 

TEST TYPE PLAN: ∆ ADGA ITP 02–APCS ∆ DHI 40 Owner/Sampler AR * 
∆ DHIR 20–Standard ∆ DHIR 22–APCS ∆ DHI 40 Owner/Sampler ST 
∆ ADGA ITP 00–EOM ∆ DHIR 23–AP (bulk tank req.) 

Tester: Name, ID#, Phone/Email: Name of DHIA: 

DRPC: ∆ AgSource ∆ Amelicor (DHI Provo) ∆ DRMS Raleigh ∆ AgriTech Analytics 

MEMBERS OF TESTING GROUP (List Group Leader first) 

Name/Tester ID # ADGA ID # Telephone/Email 
   

   

   

   

□ Annual Herd Renewal Test Fee 1-5 does $ 45.00 

□ Annual Herd Renewal Test Fee 6-25 does $ 50.00 

□ Annual Herd Renewal Test Fee 26+ does $ 75.00 
 
In addition – I would like : 

□ ADGA PLUS new & 3 DNA tests $ 106.00  

Amount Enclosed $   

∆ Check Enclosed Check #   
 
∆ VISA/MasterCard Exp. Date   

Card #   
□ Funds are Present on my Online ADGA Account. 
□ Funds are Present on my Online ADGA Account.  

➢ ADGA PLUS requires participation in DHIR and 
Linear Appraisal. * 

➢ ADGA PLUS includes 3 prepaid DNA and 
discounted prices on diagnostic testing.  

*Participation in Linear Appraisal is NOT required 
for 

 
 

DHIR Herd Code # 
 List on the reverse side of this form the barn name and registration 

number for all does on test. 
 Herd owners must take the responsibility for knowing when a 

 - -  
 Publication rights of any production information are granted to 

ADGA for use in dairy goat research or ADGA Programs. ADGA 
requires Open Herd Disclosure for all DHIR participants. 

verification test is needed, making sure it is done during the current 
lactation, and notifying ADGA when it is completed. 
 Renewal fees must be paid at the first of each year or 

records will not be official DHIR with ADGA. 

 See the ADGA Guidebook for rules not covered in the NDHIA Uniform 
Operating Procedures and the Dairy Goat Standard Operating Procedures. 

 
 

2025 DHIR HERD TEST RENEWAL 



 

 

 

 

I understand that it is my responsibility to know 
and abide by all NDHIA, regional DHIA, and 
ADGA Testing Rules. I understand that any 
fraudulent practice in feeding, care, or 
management of my does on test that is intended 
to cause, or does cause an abnormal yield of 
milk, butterfat, or protein, or is intended to 
influence rolling herd averages or USDA genetic 
evaluations is a violation of NDHIA and ADGA 
rules. I understand that any violation of these 
rules may cause the rejection, or the expunging 
and canceling of the record; and in addition, may 
cause me to be denied the use of and privileges 
of DHIR testing. 

 
Signature  ADGA ID #  

 
 



 

 

 

Definitions 
 

NDHIA - National Dairy Herd Improvement Program. 

DHIR - Dairy Herd Improvement Registry. The 
production testing program where lactation records 
are sent to the respective breed associations for 
their awards or recognition. 

DRPC - Dairy Records Processing Center. The 
computing center where the records sheets and lab 
results are sent for data processing. 

DHIA - DHIA Service Affiliate is the organization 
authorized by National DHIA to conduct DHI service. 

Laboratory - This is the facility approved by National 
DHIA to analyze component samples. 

Reciprocal testing - testing between two herds – this is 
NOT allowed in ADGA DHIR. 

 
 

Tester/Technician - No DHI Supervisor (tester) shall 
test any animal: 

a. that is owned partially or entirely by the 
Supervisor. 

b. that is owned partially or entirely by any 
member of the Supervisor’s immediate family, 
which includes children, grandchildren, 
parents, grandparents, sibling, or spouse. 

c. that is owned partially or entirely by the 
Supervisor’s employer or employee. For the 
purposes of this section, “employer” shall 
mean any person for whom the Supervisor is 
rendering services for recompense; or who has 
rendered services since the last test day; or 
who is under contract to provide such service, 
whether on a fee or salary basis, except as 
specifically directed by the Association. 

d. in which the Supervisor has any pecuniary 
interest. 

e. over which the Supervisor has any supervision, 
except that occurring as a responsibility of a 

DHI Testing Supervisor. 

 

 

ADGA, P.O. Box 865, Spindale NC 28160  
(828)286-3801 * Fax (828)287-0476 * 
support@adga.org * www.adga.org 

mailto:support@adga.org%20*
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American Dairy Goat Association 

P. O. Box 865 Spindale NC 28160 
828/286-3801 - Fax 828/287-0476 - www.ADGA.org 

 
Application for Authorization to Conduct an 

OFFICIAL MILKING COMPETITION 
Application in envelope postmarked 30 or more days prior to competition $25.00 
Application in envelope postmarked less than 30 days prior to competition $50.00 

 
Sponsoring Organization/Individual  ADGA ID#   

 

Is this Milking Competition to be held in connection with a State or County Fair? Yes No 
 

If so, provide the name of the fair   
 

Is this Milking Competition to be held in connection with a Show? Yes No 
 

If so, provide the name of the show   
 

Show Secretary   
 

Address  
 

Date of Competition   City  
 

Location   State   
 

Superintendent of Competition   Phone ( )  
 

Email   
 

Address   
 

Tester  Tester’s DHIA ID#   Phone ( )  
 

Email   
 

Address   
 

Lab  Location   
 

Tester’s Local DHIA Lab Manager  
 

Name of DHI Association Manager under whose supervision the Tester operates  
 

Provision for housing dairy goats for 24 hours: Tent Barn  Night watchman on duty? Yes No 
 

Approximate number of animals you expect to be tested   
 

I have carefully read all of the rules governing the conduct of an Official Milking Competition as printed on the reverse side of 
this application. I certify that the officers and members of the organization which I represent have read these rules and have 
authorized me to make this application. I agree to follow the regulations and see that ADGA milking competition rules are strictly 
adhered to at all times. I understand that ADGA is not obligated to refund the application fee in the event this Official Milking 
Competition cannot be held. 

 
 

DATE   SIGNATURE   
 

VISA/MC/DISCOVER # EXP   

http://www.adga.org/


 

 

 

RULES GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF 
OFFICIAL ADGA MILKING COMPETITIONS 

 

1. An official Milking Competition 
may be sponsored by any state fair, 
county fair, local, state, or regional 
goat breeders' association, breed 
club, or individual. The fee is $25 
when the application is postmarked 
30 or more days prior to the 
competition date; $50 if postmarked 
less than 30 days prior to the 
competition date. This application is 
to be signed by the Superintendent 
in charge or the Secretary of the 
Fair Board. If the application is 
approved, the ADGA Secretary- 
Treasurer will issue written 
permission to conduct an official 
Milking Competition and will furnish 
an official report form, applications 
for issuance of Star Milker 
Certificates and forms for 
certifications required under Rule 3. 

 
2. The competition must be open 
to any goat registered or recorded in 
the American Dairy Goat 
Association, American Goat Society, 
or the Canadian Goat Society, upon 
proof of such registration or 
recordation. If the competition is 
held at a state or county fair, the 
rules governing entry to the fair 
must also be observed, provided 
they do not, in any way, waive the 
requirement of registration or 
recordation. For purposes of ADGA 
Milking Competitions, standard size 
breeds are defined as registered 
and recorded Alpine, LaMancha, 
Nubian, Oberhasli, Saanen, Sable, 
Toggenburg and Experimental. 
Miniature size breed(s) are defined 
as registered Nigerian Dwarf 

 
3. The owner shall certify to the 
superintendent in charge and to 
ADGA the fact that the goats have 
not received any substance, nor 
have been subjected to any other 
non-routine management practices 
for the purpose of temporarily 
enhancing components or 
increasing milk production within the 
last 10 days. This certification shall 
be made out and signed by the 
owner in the presence of the 
superintendent at the time the 
animal is brought into the barn. The 

superintendent shall forward this 
certification to ADGA with the 
completed milking competition 
report form. 

 
4. Goats entered in a One-Day 
Test shall be on the testing 
premises the evening before. They 
shall be milked dry 24 hours before 
the hour set for the final milking in 
the test. The Superintendent in 
charge, or his representative, shall 
check each doe to verify compliance 
with the preliminary milkout 
requirement. The Superintendent, 
or his representative, may require 
any doe to be stripped dry at that 
time to comply with the requirement. 
Refusal by the owner (or caretaker) 
will eliminate the doe from 
participation in the test. 

 
At the time of this preliminary 
milking, the superintendent in 
charge will be responsible for 
checking the tattoos of every doe to 
verify that they correspond exactly 
to the tattoos listed on her 
registration/recordation certificate. 
Those that are illegible or incorrect 
cannot receive any *M award. The 
superintendent in charge, or their 
representative, or the test 
supervisor shall measure miniature 
breed does. The herd owner must 
supply an approved measuring 
device. (Refer to Appendix 
“Measuring the Nigerian Dwarf 
Breed”). Those that are measured 
over height or do not have 
documentation of measurement 
cannot receive any *M award. 

 
5. There shall be no more than 
three milkings per day for the 
competition. Milk must be weighed 
on a DHI approved scale, recording 
in pounds and tenths of pounds. 
Weighing and sampling must be 
done by an approved DHI testing 
supervisor. Standard DHI sampling 
and weighing techniques must be 
used. The supervisor will record the 
milk weights on the standard form 
furnished by ADGA. Component 
results will be supplied by the DHI 
certified laboratory. The report form 

must be signed by the DHI 
Association Manager. The official 
milking out and taking of samples 
may not be done in private, but must 
be done in public view. Further 
guidelines can be found in the 
ADGA publication, Supervisor’s & 
Superintendent’s Guide to the 
ADGA One-Day Milking 
Competition. Points shall be given 
for quantity of milk, for period of time 
since last kidding, and for butterfat 
as follows: 

 
6. The butterfat test must be made 
as soon as possible after milking 
and may be sent to any laboratory 
recognized by that state to run 
butterfat sample tests or may be run 
in the regular laboratory of the 
licensed tester conducting the 
milking competition. The official 
milking out and taking of samples 
may not be done in private, but must 
be done in public view. 

 
7. Any ADGA registered or 
recorded standard breed goat that 
receives 18 or more points, (7 or 
more points for miniature breed) will 
be awarded an automatic *M 
designation without application or 
fee. Points shall be given for 
quantity of milk, for period of time 
since last kidding, and for butterfat 
as follows: 

 
a. For each pound of milk, one 
point figured to one decimal place 

 
b. For each complete ten days the 
goat has been in milk since last 
kidding, 0.1 of a point, with a 
maximum of 3.6 points for standard 
breeds and .04 of a point with a 
maximum of 1.44 points for 
miniature breeds. 

 
c. For each .05 pounds of 
butterfat yielded in the milkings, one 
point 

 
8. If a Star Certificate is desired, 
the owner shall complete the 
application for this certificate and 
mail with the correct fee to ADGA. 



 

 

 

SUPERVISOR’S & SUPERINTENDENT’S GUIDE to the 
ADGA ONE-DAY MILKING COMPETITION 

The ADGA Production Testing Guidelines for ADGA DHIR, along with the National DHIA Code of Ethics and 
Uniform Data Collection Procedures, govern ADGA one-day milking competition (ODMC) procedures. 
Prior to the test, application is made to ADGA providing the specifics for the test day. A Superintendent (if necessary 
for penning/entry arrangements) and a Tester are identified. For ‘on-farm’ competitions, an approved testing 
supervisor must perform the duties of the superintendent and the supervisor. The owner of an animal entered in 
the competition cannot perform any superintendent or supervisor/tester duties related to verifying animal 
identity, obtaining, or managing milk weights and samples. 
The ODMC consists of validating 24-hour production. Usually, this means 3 milkings for a 2x milking herd. The 
first step is the pre-milking, a weight only test to “set the clock”. There are two subsequent milkings tested for weight 
and component samples according to the test type plan of the herd, usually twelve and twenty-four hours later. It 
is acceptable to have the pre-milking be a check that the doe is empty at the start time of the competition. Use E, 
or a similar indication that the udder is empty if a weight is not recorded for the pre-milking. 

Supervisors can be cow testers familiar with ADGA procedures, group testers, or goat standard testers, as long as 
the DHIA manager has approved them to perform such testing. An ADGA ODMC can also be used as a verification 
test. ALL rules governing ADGA DHIR programs must be followed (tester qualifications, milking routine, VT forms, 
etc.). If the ODMC is used in place of the regular test and or as a verification, usual sheets for testing and 
the VT form must be filled out in addition to the ODMC form. If the ODMC is to verify a herd on ADGA-00, 
02 or Owner Sampler-40, the entire milking herd must be in attendance. 
WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT THE COMPETITION: 
PAPERWORK 

Validate registration papers with entries; 
Enter information onto ODMC form; include freshening date; 
Strongly suggest that visible ID (tag) is attached to animals in competition; 
Fill out other paperwork if this is to be used for a VT and check ‘VT?’ Box on ODMC form; 
Have each person with does entered sign the Attestation Statement. 

SET UP 
Move into the milking area and set up scales, calibrate to bucket used for weighing; 
Inform the herd owners when you are ready to start; 
Decide, with the herd owners, whether you will check tattoos and registration information as the does 
enter or leave on the pre-milking. 

WHEN YOU BEGIN TESTING 
Write in the start time for the entire milking procedure; 
Observe does for visible identification, check for “empty buckets”, pull appropriate sample vial, prepare to 
sample for the tested milkings; 
Weigh the pre-milking and/or verify that the udder is empty, Weigh and sample the test milkings, observe 
proper mixing technique, repeat for each doe, recap all vials tightly; 
Check tattoos (pre-milking) either before or after they are milked; Get height measurement if required. 
Gather up all testing equipment and paperwork (including samples) and take them with you if you leave 
the herd until the next milking. If you stay on the farm, make sure entrants do not have unsupervised 
access to the test materials or samples. If you are only the pre-milking tester, transfer materials and 
samples to the regular tester; 
Repeat testing procedure for additional milking. 

FINISHING THE TEST 
Make sure all forms are complete (VT & regular test forms too) and signed, printing your name helps too; 
Include tester ID, telephone number or email & scale certification date; 
It is strongly suggested that the tester keep a copy of the forms for your records; 
Send samples, barn sheets, payment and any other forms as well as any additional comments to the lab. 

SUGGESTED MATERIALS: 
Annually Certified Scale 
& chain/rope to hang 
Buckets/Dipper 
Sample Vials/Mailer 

Flashlight 
Paper towels/alcohol wipes 
Numbered ID tags 
Bleach 

ADGA Guidebook 
Extra forms 
Pencil/Sharpie/Paper 
Clipboard 
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Quick New Herd Startup Instructions 
DHI-213: 

 
1. Name 
2. Farm name (optional) 
3. Street address 
4. City or town 
5. Phone # 
6. Milking times, first and second milkings 
7. New animal enrollment: enter all known data, every animal must be entered here! (On the back) 
8. Date the test was completed 

 
 

DHI-201: 
1. 1st milk weight 
2. 2nd milk weight 
3. Sample Bottle # 
4. Barn Name 
5. Fresh, dry or sold date 

 
 

We will enter the correct herd code (if we have not pre-assigned) 
We will assign options; all herds get the somatic cell option at no 
additional charge. 

 

Must include signed membership agreement! 
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Membership Agreement 
 

Primary Name (Published Name):   
 

Secondary Name:   
 

Address:   
 

City, State, Zip Code:   
 

Phone: (House) (   )   -   
 

Phone: (Barn)  (   )   -   
 

Email:   
 

Herd Code:  - -  (As assigned by Dairy One) 

 
Being the owner of one or more dairy goats engaged in the production of agricultural products, I hereby apply for 
membership in Dairy One. I have received copies of the bylaws and the National Dairy Herd Improvement Program 
Uninform Operating Procedures/ Code of Ethics as adopted by the Council on Dairy Cattle Breeding and agree to 
comply with their provisions as they apply to the services under which I am enrolled, or as they may be amended, 
during my membership. I agree to pay for all services received from Dairy One in a timely manner. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed:   Date:   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dairy One Cooperative Inc. 
 

DHI Records Services • Integrated Farming Solutions • Dairy One Forage Laboratory • Milk Analysis Laboratories 
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Additional Materials 
Somatic Cell Counts and Linear Scores for SCC 

 

Codes for dairy goat breeds for which USDA genetic 
evaluations are available: 

 
 

Breed 2-Letter Code 
Alpine AI 
Oberhasli OH 
Experimental EX 
LaMancha LN 
Nigerian Dwarf ND 
Nubian NU 
Saanen EN 
Sable CC 
Toggenburg TO 
Guernsey UG 



 

 

Dairy Goat Milk Scale Calibration Record Date:   
 

Scale ID#   Make:   
 

Owner Name:   On Test: Y N 
 

Tester:   Herdcode:  
 

1.0 Pounds   
 

2.0 Pounds   
 

3.0 Pounds   
 

5.0 Pounds   
 

10.0 Pounds   
 

20.0 Pounds   Passed: Y N Scale Tech:   
 
 
 
 

Dairy Goat Milk Scale Calibration Record Date:   
 

Scale ID#   Make:   
 

Owner Name:   On Test: Y N 
 

Tester:   Herdcode:  
 

1.0 Pounds   
 

2.0 Pounds   
 

3.0 Pounds   
 

5.0 Pounds   
 

10.0 Pounds   
 

20.0 Pounds   Passed: Y N Scale Tech:   

Comments 

Comments 



 

 

 

MILK TESTING TYPES AND PLANS 

DHI Record Plans 
 

Basic plan = Milk weights & samples obtained at each milking in 24 hour period. 

AP = AM-PM without Time Monitor (weights and samples) 

AP-T = AM-PM with Time Monitor (weights and samples) 

APCS = Alternate AM-PM Component Sampling 
EOM = Every Other Month 

O/S = Owner/Sampler 

 
ADGA DHIR (Registry) ACCEPTED PLANS 

 
Standard Test - Testing Supervisor comes to a herd to record milk weights and takes component (milk) 
samples both AM and PM once each month. 

 
Group Test - A group of three or more people can test each other’s herd. Sampling and weighing are 
dependent on plan being used. Groups with more than three members may have non-goat owning 
members as long as there are a minimum of three herds involved. Every member may be required to take 
training from a Certified Supervisor and the group must follow rules for ADGA testing. Group members 
may include non-ADGA members or ADGA members using DHI (non-DHIR) plans provided they are 
identified to ADGA with proper training in ADGA and DHI/R procedure. 

 
Plans accepted for ADGA DHIR Advanced Registry & Star programs 
(Standard or Group) 

 
DHIR 20 – Standard - Basic test plan.  Supervisor weighs and samples both milkings on test day. 

Verification Test (VT) of individual does required for Top Ten awards. 
ADGA ITP 00 – E very Other Month - Owner & supervisor alternate months collecting test day data. 

Owner weighs only & sends in barn sheets. Supervisor weighs & collects samples. ADGA Audits 
apply. Annual VT required. NOT accepted for Breed Leader – Top Ten awards. 

ADGA ITP 01 – APT - Supervisor and owner share responsibility for collecting test day weights, 
alternating the AM & PM weighing each month. Supervisor also collects component samples 
when weighing. An inline time monitor must be installed. Annual herd VT required. 

ADGA ITP 02 – APCS - Supervisor and owner share responsibility for collecting test day weights, 
alternating the AM & PM weighing each month. Supervisor also collects component samples 
when weighing. Annual herd VT required. 

DHIR 21 – APT - Supervisor collects one test day weight, alternating the AM & PM weighing each 
month. Supervisor also collects component samples when weighing. DRPC will determine 2nd 
weight. An inline time monitor must be installed. Annual herd VT required. 

DHIR 22 – APCS - Supervisor collects both test day weights. Supervisor also collects component 
samples alternating AM and PM samples each month. VT required for Top Ten awards. 

DHIR 23 – AP - Supervisor collects one test day weight, alternating the AM & PM weighing each 
month. Supervisor also collects component samples when weighing. DRPC will determine 2nd 
weight. Breed association may determine additional requirements. Bulk tank comparison 
required. 

O/S 40 - Owner/Sampler weighs and samples each month and is responsible for sending in samples and 
paperwork to the lab. 

For STAR (ST) recognition, a minimum DCR of 75 is required PLUS a herd verification 
test when the herd is 60-150 Days in Milk. Doe sheets must be sent to ADGA. 
For ADVANCED REGISTRY (AR) recognition, a minimum DCR of 75 is required PLUS a 
herd verification test when the herd is 60-150 Days in Milk. In addition, there must be a 
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minimum of 8 tests with at least 240 days in milk on individual does. Plans must be 
labeled correctly with the correct supervision codes assigned by the record centers. 
Owner Samplers wishing for AR acceptance must provide documentation of training from 
their DHIA at time of application. Doe sheets do not need to be sent to ADGA. 

 
Plans accepted for Breed Leader – Top Ten Awards 

 
DHIR 20 - Conditions: Verification Test (VT), Data Collection Rating (DCR) of 93 or higher. 
ADGA ITP 01 - Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking monitor time in addition to the monitor- 
supplied & supervisor time, so that a total of 3 times are documented. DCR must equal 93 or higher. VT 
necessary. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available to ADGA. 
ADGA ITP 02 - Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking weight in addition to the regular owner- 
supplied weight, so that a total of 3 weights are documented.  DCR must equal 93 or higher.  VT 
necessary. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available to ADGA. 
DHIR 21 - Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking monitor time in addition to the DRPC-supplied 
weight & supervisor times, so that a total of 3 times are documented. DCR must equal 93 or higher. VT 
necessary. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available to ADGA. 
DHIR 21 - Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking monitor time in addition to the DRPC-supplied 
weight & supervisor times, so that a total of 3 times are documented. DCR must equal 93 or higher. VT 
necessary. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available to ADGA. 
DHIR 21 - Conditions: Owner must supply a pre-milking monitor time in addition to the DRPC-supplied 
weight & supervisor times, so that a total of 3 times are documented. DCR must equal 93 or higher. VT 
necessary. No auditing during the year. If eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available to ADGA. 
DHIR 22 - Conditions: VT and DCR must equal 93 or higher. 
DHIR 23 - Conditions: Owner must supply a bulk tank comparison and have an average of 96-110% of 
DRPC herd average. DCR must equal 93 or higher. VT necessary. No auditing during the year. If 
eligible for Top Ten, barn sheets must be available to ADGA. 

 
SUMMARY 

 
 

 STAR    MINIMUM TRAINING 
HERD TOP TEN BULK TANK MINIMUM DAYS in DOCUMENTATION 

 STAR TOP TEN VT VT COMPARISON TEST # MILK REQUIRED 
DHIR 20 Y - AR Y N Y  N N  
ADGA ITP 00 Y - AR N Y N/A  N N  
ADGA ITP 01 Y - AR Y Y Y  N N  
ADGA ITP 02 Y - AR Y Y Y  N N  
DHIR 21 Y - AR Y N Y  N N  
DHIR 22 Y - AR Y N Y  N N  
DHIR 23 Y - AR Y N Y Y N N  
O/S 40 ST Y - ST N Y N/A  N N  
O/S 40 AR Y - AR N Y N/A  Y-8 Y-240 Y 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

American Dairy Goat Association 
ADGA registry, based on original import records, is your warranty of good breeding and worldwide acceptance. 

PO Box 865, 161 W Main St, Spindale NC 28160 
(828) 286-3801 | Fax (828) 287-0476 | adga@adga.org |ADGA.org 

 
ADGA Height Documentation – Miniature Breed Does 

 

Instructions: Miniature does must be measured during the current lactation for Breed Leader consideration, and at any ADGA One Day 
Milking Competitions. An approved measuring device must be used. It is the responsibility of the owner to arrange for the measuring 
device. See the ADGA guidebook for device information and measuring instructions. This form must be sent, along with the 
verification/one-day forms, to the ADGA office. Qualifying does will only receive recognition for these two programs that have height 
documentation that meets breed standard. 

 
Name of herd owner:  ADGA #:  

 

Herdcode:  - -  Verification Test Date:   
 

Or 
 

Name of One Day Milking Competition DATE:   
 

Registered Name of Doe/ 
Barn Name 

Registration # Index/ Control 
# 

Height Owner 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

SUPERVISOR/ FIELD TECHNICIAN - PLEASE SIGN & PRINT NAME BELOW 
 

 (signature) 
 

  (print) Tester ID #  
Regular Supervisor, One Day Test Supervisor or 
Verification Test Supervisor 

mailto:adga@adga.org


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEASURING MINIATURE BREEDS FOR 
VERIFICATION TESTING 

 

Dairy goats are to be measured at the highest point of their withers. The front legs shall be set as 
squarely as possible underneath the withers. The rear legs shall be set so that when an 
imaginary line is drawn from the pin bone to the ground, it passes through the hock. 

 
The handler shall have one hand on the goat’s collar and the other hand not touching the goat. 
The head shall be held up alertly, but not stretched up to artificially reach a minimum height or 
pushed down to artificially remain under a maximum height. 

 
The goat shall be measured on a solid, level surface. The measuring device should have a base 
so that it may sit squarely on the ground. The device shall be placed parallel to the goat’s front 
leg. The device shall have a crossbar to extend over the withers. It is important that the crossbar 
be as level as possible, and that the entire device is held as straight as possible to obtain the 
most accurate measurement. 


	Contact Information
	Dairy One Records Services Summary-Dairy Goats
	Step-by-Step Barn Page Coding Instructions
	Barn Sheets

	Standard Operating Procedures for Dairy Goat Production Testing
	National Cooperative Dairy Herd Improvement Program (NCDHIP)
	National Dairy Herd Improvement Program Uniform Operating Procedures
	Uniform Data Collection Procedures
	Data Collection Procedures
	National DHIA Records Disclosure Policy

	DHIR Testing Procedures
	Important Notice to DHIR Participants
	Entering a Herd on DHIR Test
	Plans Accepted for American Dairy Goat Association (ADGA) DHIR
	Plans Accepted for Breed Leader – Top Ten
	ADGA Approves Owner Sampler Plan for Use in DHIR Program!

	Technician’s Guide to the ADGA Verification Test
	Technician’s and Superintendent’s Guide to the ADGA One-Day Milking Competition

	DHIR Herd Code #
	Signature  ADGA ID #
	Quick New Herd Startup Instructions
	Membership Agreement

	Additional Materials
	Somatic Cell Counts and Linear Scores for SCC
	Codes for dairy goat breeds for which USDA genetic evaluations are available:


